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Part 1 of the project, which introduces the mutual aid organizacio*< 
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Three pedagogical methods are suggested that have proven useful in 
the study of historical material* The first is the biopoem, a device 
for letting students break materials down into a poem that is 
meaningful to them personally* The second approach is the poem with 
two voices, and the third is choral reading* Each of the 18 
assignments starts with the source of the primary document, followed 
by suggested uses and suggested teaching approaches* The document 
itself is not included if it is readily available to teachers* 
Otherwise, it is presented in its entirety* Teachers are urged to 
choose from these documents and activities to supplement high school 
American history courses* Contains 54 references* (SLD) 
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The purpose of these materials is to allow teachers access to certain 
documents, articles, and excerpts from books that might be useful In teaching 
about the efforts of African, Jewish, Hispanic, and Asian Americans to help 
themselves and Improve their communities. Some of the materials are primary 
documents; others are articles from scholarly magazines or excerpts from 
monographs. In no way are the materials a comprehensive compilation of 
information on mutual aid organizations and self-help activities. Yet it is hoped 
that this Information will convey the extent of such actions and associations. 

Following this brief Introduction are three pedagogical methods that have 
proved useful In the past for use with documents and other historical material. 
The biopoem is an artful device for letting students break down materials on 
individuals Into a brief poem that will have meaning for them and contribute to 
their understanding of the Individual. I also believe that this method can be used 
as a way to analyze Institutions as well. A blopoem about Victoria Earle 
Matthews would be a convenient technique to analyze and understand this 
remarkable woman. Yet a biopoem about the National Council of Jewish Women 
or the New York African Society for Mutual Relief, while perhaps a little more 
difficult, would have the same benefits of enhancing the understanding of the 
organization. 

The second approach is the poem for two voices. Like the biopoem, an 
example of Its use is given. This is an efficient, succinct method of having 
students compare two Individuals, events, or organizations. The manner In which 
it is organized permits students to note both differences and similarities while 
analyzing the articles or documents into their own words. 
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Choral reading is the third technique presented. The explanation of how it 
can be used is on the sheet. This approach has been used very successfully to 
introduce slower students to documents and encourage them to examine the 
meaning of the documents within a group format. For more advanced students, 
this method can be utilized to introduce a change of pace in their work. 

These are not the only techniques that would work with these materials. 
On the assignment sheets for each piece of information, other approaches are 
noted. These three methods were presented because many teachers might not 
be familiar with them as they are with question and answer techniques and role 
play. Teachers should let students be as creative as they want with the biopoem, 
the poem for two voices, and the choral reading. Once students are comfortable 
with the approach, teachers can permit students some leeway in how they write 
the final products. This, of course, will depend on the individual teacher and his 
or her approach to the classroom. 

Each assignment starts with the source of the document, article, or 
excerpt. In some cases the annotation of the source appears on the assignment 
sheet to give the teacher some background. The 'Suggested Uses' section is 
intended to give the teacher an idea of what aspect or chronological period of 
United States history the material would be appropriate for. Occasionally, 
questions or comments are placed in parentheses after this to justify the 
selection and give the teachers some ideas about the usage of the information. 
Recommendations of possible pedagogical methods follow. These are not meant 
to be exhaustive, but to stimulate thinking about how this material could be 
incorporated in classes. Finally, there are a series of questions about each 
document, article, or excerpt. The focus of the questions is the importance of the 
piece of information itself. Often there will be comments on comparing it to other 
pieces of information, some of which are in the Assignments and Classroom 
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Materials section of the project. A cross-reference is noted when similar 
materials are in the Assignments section. 

A table of contents of assignments follows. These are not the only 
assignments that I have made, but the ones I have chosen to present first. The 
arrangement is basically chronological. If there are assignments from the same 
source, then they are grouped together. All assignments will be briefly identified 
so teachers can go directly to the ones they find most appropriate. Where the 
sources are accessible to most teachers, I have not included the documents or 
articles since the cost of xeroxing all of these would be prohibitive. Those 
without documents are marked with an asterisk in the table of contents. Unless a 
teacher was conducting a course of mutual aid and self-help activities, there is 
no way that all of these plans could be used in a United States history survey 
course. Teachers should use whatever works best for their classes. 
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Table of Contents for Lesson Plans 

1. John O’Brien, "Factory, Church, and Community: Blacks in Antebellum 
Richmond." * 

2. Foner and Walker, Proceedings of Black State Conventions. 1 840-1 865 

a) New Jersey, 1849 and 1865: Petition and Address Asking for Rights 

b) New York, 1851 : Fugitive Slave Law and Education 

c) Ohio, 1865: Resolutions on Rights and Self-Help 

d) California, 1855 and 1865: Resolutions and Statistics on Black Population 

3. "The Afric-American Female Intelligence Society of Boston [1832]." 

4. Stories from McGuffey’s Rfth Eclectic Reader. 1907 

5. Desire of African-Americans for Education: Various Documents from a Black 
State Convention in New York in 1851 and Reconstruction Documents from 
Berlin, Free At Last. Harpers Weekly, and Lerner, Black Women in White 
America . 

6. Ida B. Wells-Bamett and the Campaign Against Lynching, 1895. 

7. A Mexican American Mutual Aid Organization, 1911 

8. A Brief History of Mutual Aid Organizations Among African-American Women 



9. Activities of the National Association of Colored Women, 1906. 

10. Activities of the National Council of Jewish Women, early 20th century. 

11. Jewish Mutual Aid Societies: landsmanshaftn, early twentieth century 

12. Rotating Credit Associations Among Chinese, Japanese, and African- 
Americans, 1880’s-1930’s 

13. Free Loan Associations and Credit Unions in Jewish Communities, early 
20th century 

14. A Brief History of Asian American Communal Organizations " 

15. Constitution and General By Laws of An African American Mutual Aid 
Society, 1920’s 

16. Marcus Garvey on the Fundamental Goals of African-Americans, 1924 
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17. A Brief Discussion of Chinese Organizations in Hawaii. 

18. Self-Help Among Asian Americans and Hispanic Americans in the 1980's * 
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BIO-POEM 



The following form has many uses. In September, It’s a useful way of Introducing yourself to students, and to 
have them introduce themseKres to you. English classes may use It to descnl>e characters In novels. It Is a 
wonderful attemative for writing reports on autobiographies or biographies. Rnally, it provides a vehicle for 
understanding the people who populate the pages of history. 



Line 1 


First name 


Line2 


Title (usually a noun) 


Lines 


Four words that describe the person 


Line 4 


Lover of 3 (things or ideas) 


Lines 


Who beHeved in (1 or more ideas) 


Lines 


Who wanted (3 things) 


Line? 


Who used (3 methods or things) 


Line 8 


Who gave (3 things) 


Line 9 


Who said (a direct quotation) 


Line 10 


Last name 




BIO-POEM 



Line 1 








Line 2 








Line 3 












.and 




Line 4 


Lover of 










and 




Lines 


Who believed 






Line 6 


Who wanted 










and 




Line? 


Who used 






Lined 


Who oave 


and 




Line 9 


Who said. * 


and 


■ 


Line 10 












BIO-POEM 




ELLA 

Fundi 

Civil Rights Activist, Organizer, Tireless worker. 





Modest, "Protective angel,” 

Lover of justice, human nghts, and the Southern Christian Leadership Conference. 
Who believed that "everybody's somebody.” 

Who worked behind the scenes with Martin Luther King, 

Who used courage, college students, vision. 

Who gave guidance to the Student Non-violent Coordinating Committee 
Who said, "Sit-ins and other demonstrations are concerned with something bigger 
than a hamburger or a giant-sized coke...the Negro and white 
students. North and South, are seeking to rid America of the 
scourge of racial segregation anr^jdlscrimination-not only 
at lunch counters, but m every aspect of fife.” 
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BAKER. 



I 



OCTOBER 1993 



THE SEMINAR GAZETTE 



POEMS FOR TWO VOICES 



A couple of years ago, a colleague from Massachusetts introduced the editor of The Seminar Gazette to a form of writing 
■ailed poems for two voices . Mari Montgomery, who teaches at Day Junior High School, had used the poems to help 
her students learn about American history. What follows is an example of the work done by three of her students. The 
editor has successfully used the technique with hi^ school studenU at Thomas Jefferson High School in Federal Way, 
Washington. Poems for two voices have-enjoyed bi*coastal suc c ess! 



A POEM FOR TWO VOICES 

Thomas Jefferson and Richard Henry Lee 



A POEM FOR TWO VOICES 

James Madison and Fisher Ames 



VOICE «1 



COMBINED VOICES 



VOICE #2 VOICE il 



I am Thomas JeHenoD. 



CO^mINED VOICES 



VOICE #2 



I am Richard Heaiy 

1 want to talk with you about this 
piuposoa Constitution. 

We must ratify this ConAitution 
quickly. 

Friend, why are we in such a 
hurry? Where u the emergency? 
But, we must agree on eome form of 
government for our new nation. 

A Constitution urithout a Bill of 
Rights is no good. 

I agree with you, Richard, but a 
country vathout a government is 
in chaos. 



Calm down, Richard. The right of 
iree men must be piuie^od finm a 
Qfrannical government. But I 
agree that it is next to 
without a Bill of Rights. 



Government seeks power. If we 
edopt this Constitutfon the federal 
govemmant will take more and 
more powar. The people will loee 
their liberty. Ihe power of govern* 
ment ne ^ to be limited before 
nitificationi 



This Constitution naads e Bill of 
Righu. 

This country needs a government. 

We need e document which will 
^vem the nation. We must ratify 
the Constitution. After that, we 
can add a Bill of Rigbta. 



Tom, why should the govenuneat 
give up any of its power, after we 
give it oompiece oontxnl? limit the 
power firtt! 

We need e Constitution first! This 
Constitution must be ratified. 



This Constitution cannot be rati- 
fted. This Constitution has 

problems. Why not end slavery? 
What about tha term of ofEfoa of 
the repreaentativea? It will craau 
tyranny. 

This Constitution ia the product of 
hard work and determination. U 
is the beat possible document. 



I dont think we will ever agree. 

You do not hsun to ma, Thomas. 

You do not hear me, Richard. 



Accept it! 



This muntry is too important to me to 
let this metier drop so easily. 



If sU my dieams could come 
true. 



Under the Constitution. . 



Without It we eie week. 

Horrors pUguing our newly 
founded country. 

Intemsl wer. 



This bountifiil nation would be 
united. 

Thirteen ooloaiea, bound to- 
gether by e power stronger than 
words. 

A doll limp in a child's arms. 



Anarchy. 



Diversity is aelf-eufilcient. 

It adds another vert^rae to the 
hark hone of the country. 



Chaos. 



It romains strong when one 
state might foil 



Dillennoe in the states an essential. 



Bach state is unique; it has tu 
own personaliQf. 

As my fiiend, Madison, was 
raised in high aodety. 

While ooQr compenion, Amos, 
gnw up ID the worlo^ dasa. 

Our backgrounds oofflpUment each 
other, as do the ttacee. 



The empty pockeu lingering 
in this docuineot 

will soon be filled ee our new 
oountiy begine to work. 

Many grandinee words may 
be spoken 

guaranteeiog tha righu of 
citixens, 

hut their words an mon hypo* 
critical than primarily nveanng. 

Power cannot he had with 
staus acting like inaecu. 
thrashing furiously on their 
berks 



The D^ is to upright thoM 
states and join them to form one. 






You an stubborn, Richard. 

Let's go to tha pub and talk eome 
more 



Ntverl 

No. I am canfiU. Themaa! 



A central govenunent. 



An you buying, l%>maa? 
(WriUtn by Mautten McKenna and Apama Ltlt } 
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A Choral Reading 

Time required: ^ class period. Materials: Document {often sidebars in history texts); 
newsprint, magic markers or crayons. 



1) Select a document (a letter, a diary, an essay, the Declaration of 
Independence) which will profit from close scrutiny. 

2) Give each class member a copy of the document, along with 3 blank strips of 
paper. 

3) Instruct students that they will read the document as though they were 
members of a choir. While reading, they should note any words or phrases 
Aat "sing" to them. These may be words/phrases that they like, hate, have 
interesting alliteration, harbor the essence of the document, strike them as 
meaningful, banal, etc. Students write one word/phrase onto each of the 
three strips. 

4) Informally, the teacher "directs” the class in the choral reading, dividing the 
group into suitable "choirs": all women, all men, all on the last row, all with 
birthdays between July and December, etc. 

5) In groups of 3 or 4, students will write a poem using the 9 or 12 
words/phrases they have selected from the document There are no "rules." 
Students may choose to weave together words from all of their strips of 
paper, or they may omit words. If several students select the same phrase, it 
niay become the poem's refrain. Some poems will have punctuation; others 
will not. All must have a title. The poems may be whimsical or serious, 
laudatory or cynical. 

6) A student who has good perunanship will copy the poem onto a piece of 
newsprint, which then be taped on the classroom wall. Of course, 
everyone in the group will sign the finished product. Occasionally, poems 
are illustrated. 

7) A reader from each group reads its poem to the class. 

8) Time required: one class period. Materials: newsprint, magic markers or 
crayons. 

Conclusioru The document's words no longer lie flat on the page. While 

constru^g tlieir poem, groups discuss the mearung of the document, as 
well as its artistic and literary components. AH students participate. Suitable 
for remedial, average, advanced students. Adults love it! 

Source: Summer Workshf^, Bard G>E^ 
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ASSIGNMENT SHEET 



Source: John O’Brien, Tactoiy, Church, and Community: Blacks in Antebellum 

Richmond," in The Journal of Southern History XUV (November, 1978), 
509-536. 

Sueeested Uses: Slavery (what oi^ganizations could slaves create under slavery?). 

Antebellum southern free black society 

Peda^ofieal Suffesiions: 1 ) Student reading of the article followed by a discussion 

2) Compare the actions of free blacks in die South in regard 
to their condition with those actions of northern free blacks 
(see the several documents from Foner and Walko* on the 
black state conventions in the Assignments section of this 
project). 

Questions: 1 ) How did working in manufacturing affect the status of slaves? 

2) What organizations were available to slaves so that they could ejqrress 
themselves freely? 

3) Why were some slaves able to gain control of flieir labor? 

4) What role did the black Baptist churches play in the lives of their free 
and slave members? 

5) What are examples in this reading of slave resistance and self-help on 
the part of African-Americans? 
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ASSIGNMENT SHEET 

Add 2£S"5 X.-5iufD-ro+he People ofUav^lezsB'i “The 

Source: ^ Term of P et i t ion : *£8 TTniirninWi , Sewde and Hanse Aasesi^ of me 

U.£^C>u£ cr-H>^tate of New Jersey, at Tr e nton micmhlcd, 1865" and "An Address: From the 
Coloured Convention, assembled at Trenton, on the 21st and 22nd days of 
August, 1849," in Foner and Walker, Proceedings of Black Slate Conventions. 
4-5, 14-15 

This is a two volume work that contains the proceedings of conventions diat 
African- Americans held in the years, 1840-1865, in various states. It is a 
wonderful source of information for examining African-American attitudes of 
the antebellum period and the efforts of African-Americans in challenging 
discrimination. There are mai^ documents from these two volumes in the 
Assignments section of this project. 

Sueeested Uses: Antebellum reform (what reforms are important for African- 

Americans at this time?), Eariy civil rights movement (how would this compare 
to the fotmding of frie NAACP and the efforts of Martin Luther King, Jr.?), 
African-American History, Reconstruction (how do these documents 
foreshadow the goals of blacks during Reconstruction? 

Pedagogical Sueeestums: 1) (^estion and answer based on the questions below 

2) Poem for two voices- 1849 and 1865 

3) Choral reading of selected portions 

Questions: 1) What do the petitions demand? Are the demands different for 1849 and 

1865? 

2) On what grounds do they justify their demands? 

3) Are the tones of the 1849 and 1865 petitions different or similar? 

4) What do you think the significance of these petitions might be? 

5) Were there other methods that African-Americans could have used to 
challenge discrimination? What were the advantages and disadvantages of 
the methods to challertge discrimination? 

6) Using any of the other documents from Foner and Walker, compare the 
actions of blacks in New Jersey with the activities of blacks in other states? 
Are the goals similar or different? 

7) Who would be the delegates to these conventions? 



• % 

U X 



— * 

V X 4i 
X U 9 
C ^ 



I 

• we 
> %4 M • e 



> e 

« • 

c 

15 



T, 

> 



• > • Q X 

C ^ «J W 

W M & 

• U O • O 

u • • MM 



O • 

“ .5 



0 ■ M 



• •“» 

■§ 



Ob o « 

M • • 

•4 W • • 

W &X 

• o J 

• M • M 

w e 

• • o ^ 

X w M e 

M • M e 

o ti u 

w 9 • 

^ o w o 

C M 4i 

« X • w 

M e • 

• MM U 

• > 



c *4 ^ 

p • o ^ 

• w M o < 

w e e • :» 

• M M 0 

A e • X • • 

•4 X «•! 

-4 • M X 

«i4 44 & W « • 

• X • >04 

e • • • *4 

^ X M ac X 

0 <w X 9 

• e e 44 M A 



«e 0 3 

• • 44 

•IS 

J 

M W M 

« o 



« O . • X f 

44 • M A 

w • Mao 
• • w ^ 9 X 

_ V W c ^ W 

B q M M • M 

e O • • w • 



• « W M 

• X • • 

44 44 a 44 

• OX' 



0 o e 



• a o • M -4 



V • M 44 
*0 0 ■ 

M X 44 
• • 44 • ( 

X 9 q 
44 X 0 i 



W • M 9 44 44 



t M 9 C 0 B 

: o 0 *4 6 « 



e w MM 



S o 44 

V • 



0 _ 

O O •• 44 

O S K 

9 W U 9 0 

X • X Tl Q 

•4 > • 0 fi 

we* e w 

44 ••MB 

0 ^ • X 44 X 

e • 44 • u 

U *0 9 &> «4 ^ 

0 0 ^0 

• • M * • • 

X B X 0 

X M • • 

U • • O BO U 

M Q X M • 

• X e • 

w 0 n M 0 

• o M fn e *4 

44 U M • 

M e X 44 ^ 

< V 9 • < • 

U Q. 14 

H _ 0 M 

^ O 44 
«W 0 «4 • 

e • 44 U 



• O > 
^ M *0 

u • e 

*• X u 

X e u 
u e • 
e 1.1 X 



• a • 

44 O B • 

• w e • 

•4X0 

• P *4 

M 0 B 

X o • 0 

^ OB X 



X • 

44 U 

•4 • 

• ® X 
CPU 

0 u <^4 

M 0 X 

• • > 
• • 

• X • 

to • 0 
o 

c • -< 

“> X 44 
I 44 9 

W 0 O 

• mb 

44 • 

• - 



9 w 

O W4 

O 



M • 0 A ^ 






: e 

If 



•b • 
2^. 



tS 

:f 

• e 

U 44 

0 • 



•0 
% 9 
I & 



* • 

■ M • 

• X 



• f 44 • 
44 >44 



0 0 

• M 

44 • 

44 44 

• X 

e 

• 

"o 2 

f * 



:s 

u • 

M ^ 

f s 



w « 

.•1 




s > 



? 9 

4 s> 



« • 

ss 

! 
w • 
a M 

o 



S 9 

e 

^ • 

M 

• X 

g“ 

M 44 
44 9 

0 O 
0 9 

e e 

u w 
X 

^ 44 



S : 



S »8 

M 144 a 
H M 

M « • 

U XX 

• 44 



e • 

• o 



« • « B 0 
•4 M M 44 C 

— • • • • I 

^ •'0 O BOX fi 

0 • 0 O 0 44 

• BOM u M ^ 
_ O X 0 44 • • 

• M e ^ & w « 

99 S • 

• • • w a M 

*0 %4 ^ o C4 9 

M • M • • 

> ^ M BO 44 W 

o 0 *4 mum 

M M • • • 

•• M X W BO • 
• > 44 «D 0 > 
44 COM 0 

0 *0 U 10 • M 44 

• • 0 X « 

u M W M 44 9 X 
M 9 O 44 0 44 

•*6 M ^ »s 

• d • X 0 44 

0 X 0 M • B «| 

9 o X ^ > • 
X»mk>bb- 
>b 44 • • X 

• 44. M M • 

• c »b o M 

.87 : S 8| 

I0«9 w • • • 

O 44 9 M > 

:=i=1is 

s3:«.-2i 

44 X q * 

44 ^ 9 0 44 

w 0 O >b w 

• X • >bM f 9 

^44 • > & 

w • X B 

> • ^ Bl M 
44 M it • 

• • 44 W • ■ 

9 • • • •• ^ X 

- • X ^ • 44 

0 O 44 

0 • W • • «4 

• X • > O 



I 



^ O X • > o 

0 44 44 BO frbM 

• • C X M W 

M 1 w iS 9 9 



V£! 

<15 




OB 0 

^ • O Mm 

8 X » O 
K > 0 M K 
44 M e 44 

• • B MM 

Bt • O M • • 

0 C W 9 44 X 

- T M O X M 



I 

9 • 

X 

%« 

o 



5 I 



W V 

5-“~ 

-s 5 •; i-8 S * J » 

ft 8 0 f 44 

MWM 0IMIMM fiM 

«i9x«eox w. 

t1 5 9 li CM M 

3 P o • • e ci 

44 «4 • • •• • 

* M O w B M 

g BI KM &M CO B B 

044>W«lf44> 

O M 9 M w 0 M 
. 0M9C^9%4O44 

i« COM e BT%4 w • 

E mXKMM 9«> 
MO 9 B M X w 
M 44 M O CW 0 B 
• 0 O 04 • 

•M443X»^OB0 
oee44Md xo 
M 0 X • »» 44 0 
•I 0 M 44 X 

a V • 0. B 10 0 B 
9 M 0 BOM M X 

«MpW44Meit 44 

K 9 Bl M • 

0* OBBB|«9e 
Xt*K99BO M 
w B O^ ^ • O 

_ti«MBMM *44 • 

bmomox«_w 

M 44 I M BMP 
OB I 44 B M 0 M 
BM0 *OXO|MO 



m^44«e «0 

gj.2 II 

Kl344^B<a 044 0^44 

MO i C: W M 



5 9? o 9 “ S 
■8 7; o ® • bT B 

b1M09 P B90 ««0 

M|9e44B44 oe MMX44 

XOpBOWe 0X0 MMMX 

O0>44d«9 &OM BBMO 



C» KX M« K'MM O 

M ■ 44 •< B 

M i 44 0 M X B 

M900MMB X 
BOOB B^440 
• KWM *44MX0 

& w w • w ae 44 

n •0BM90M44 

•bm^bkowb 
^ w a M 
|'M^^iM«B0 

J S g • B ^ 

• I * 9 o g ^ 

w MKOMOBmO^ 

M 0 944B0 0«M 

9 W P W X B B 

proKokb0BB KX 

• IM XWO>«MX 

W pCMMO OMMM44 
WOM> .«U9M 
Kf B»OWM> 

3 X 44 4-1 B w • 44 
p0PX09M0B 
• 44 0 O • • w 

*9 K B • • 0.0 

9 •>f9WB«CW 

5 •OOMOXBO 

•0 MM 0MM44 M44 



0 4 • M e 

8 8 8 8. 

1 S'* 

B M B BB K 
M MO 

B B K • ^ 

X W M 
44 M M • 

B O 9 X 

CM X W O 44 
e 44 B K 
I C 44 

B I B o 

M * M e X 

^ w " 

• M 4 K 
M X K 44 B 

8 0 M M > 

KX w • 

J « • e M 

0 0 -4M 

* 9 * 

it B N i X 

g ** M • K 
KM M 

• X 44 0 44 M 

• 44 M 0 M 

8-*l “• S 

cw j X ^ M*^ 

O 44 0 O 44 0 

B KX B g>L 

0 B > 0 

MB O M .0 ^ 

^ CM B M • 

B 0 • W 0 • 

w e B K • 

K 9 B B B 

^ 44 M S M 
^ M M M T K 

sgtiiU 

K^44 *• g 

> B • B O B 

0 > B 0 44 M 
• X 0 0) B 
4 M • X 
* O M « B > 

B O X M > 

0 M M M • 

S B B M 44 e 
9 X B o e 

M M 44 44 CM 
O 0 0 44 

6 0 •« M M M 
OP 9 W 

M 0 4 0 • 



S B B M 44 e 

9 X B o e 

M M 41 44 - 

O 0 

■ 8 

M K ^ K 

B 0 0 44 • 

X M M M M M 

44 ^ M X 9 

0 « 44 O 

^ • W 

S 



B Vt 



M 44 ^ 



•4 O • *0 t 

B M C 
IM B 0 I 

e B B 

M M 44 

• 44 9 M B O 

K X 44 44 9 I 

• BO B M M I 

B M O 0 9 < 

MM M < : 

B • M ^ I 
•-1 B B • • • i 

8 x M w ae « 
44 a B 9 • 

O X O ^ ( 

Bl M B 44 M 

0 K o • : 

IM M 0 0 X < 

O O B M 0 j 

M X B B O 

B B 44 44 X M ^ 
44 44 X 44 0 X 



1-0 



m B 44 44 
BO • ^ 7 

B 0 fl MX 

M M B O M 

• • O M M 

^ M M 44 



» M B B IW 



B X B 

44 O 
4 KB 



K 0 
B il IM 

2 9 ^ 

44 

K e X 

X • BO 

B M • • 

M O M K B W 

• 44 B > • 



O 

B M 

O ' 



2| 



B X X O 4 

44 o M IM O 
tn pee 

IM o 44 M 

BOW B 

X X M B M 

44 B 44 9 O M 

^ M X M 



B f 44 M 

i - s 

w ^ 

B 9 *e 



: 9< 

9 2 
O 

M B 

O X 

44 

• 

0 M 

B M 

i: 

u o 

IM 

8 . 

w • 



,87 u 

B 44 • a 



• 4 B 6 K Oi 

0 X O o 

O 44 u B 



X 44 



• ys 

4 « «o 

K M 

B 9 B 



S'S 

*x 

M B 

•3 S 



MX O 

B 2 * *** 

X • • M 



8« 
M B 



• 



f Ed of 

B 44 O 

0 W 4 M 

O M X B 0 
M ^ 0 W 4 
44 Q 44 O 
0 M 44 



M B B 6 B 

0 • M 0 fl 

M C X ^ . 

•O • O • 0 



9l 



44 B • 

V I . 
• 0 « « 

44 • > . 

9 • 

0 X IM . 



M 0 0 • 0 M 

B -J M 

• 4 • 

o M «o 4 «e 

B X M o 09 B 

44 P O V 0 

M M 44 M 

0 M 44 0 9 

O • M g M o 

X X 44 fl O 

44 • 44 Ob ^ 

MO 0 0 a O 

w c M O O • 

• M M B 

M 44 B B B 



M 0 M IM 44 > 

44 44 O IM M 

ri 44 B BO 

B 0 B 

> W 4 • 

9 X M 

4 44 0 
0 0 • M 

O W X 

I M ^ 

I B 0 
I B O * < 

; 9 • 



O «H ^ B 

B BOX 

X O U • 

44 O W B 

M B MX 
e 44 X 44 
44 B B 

W M X IM 

K • M 44 O 

M 09 M 

B M > U W 

B 0 B j .2 

M O M W 44 

•W O 9 

B X ^ M 

X • 

44 B > 4 

X M ^ 

O 44 O • 



X < 

BOW 

W W 
9 O B 
I 44 44 0 O 



M 0 IM B e 

M O O 44 IM 

PM g 

« 44 X 9 B 

9 44 CTM 

09 X W X 

S M O B M 

w 0 X ■ 

b 44 44 0 

) X • B g 

I 44 M V B K 

P ^ 44 > B 



M 44 • • 

X • o 

O M M^ 

M O • 0 B 

9 V M O X 



O 0 

4l 

B 

B 44 



S B 44 

X M 



) M O W • 
I B4 0 • 09 
p g X 

I B X 44 



IM 0 44 • 



I 4 44 • M • B Bl 

09 M W B B MO 

I M fl M X 44 • 

I” i§l23 3: 



• • M B W 

KX • > 



0 K e 0£ 
o w _ 
MOO 
K 44 O • 

B M 09 • 

4 M 44 N 

W B 0 
M K V 
B • 44 



S.7. 

^ 41 B 

« 44 B B 0 

W B 44 X O , 

9 X B 44 e M ; 

O 44 44 B 44 
M VI 4 e 

e 4 ^ K • 

0 ^ B • M > 

V X > • 0 

M > 44 M 44 o 

o M o B U 

•i O M B W 
B C • B B 
B VMM K X • 

B M 0 • 44 

MOB 
X M • B 

0 » 44 X B M 

0 ^ M 44 c « 

O M 44 V GB 



P B B 0 B 

MB 0 M M , 
9 V 6 _ X 

< O B9 44 

M 44 B 
4 B B 44 O 



0 0)^ 

0 B • 0»1 



VMM 

ztss 



88 
0 44 
0 



K B 0 

W 44 M 
44 0 • 0) 44 

B O > W 

^ M B B B 

M M 

B 0 X • 

o • g 44 

44 B K K 

9 IM X 

- - o 



O B 

44 

B 

B W 



9 M M 



.S S 



d 44 0 ^ 

• B 9 V 

555J: 

B ^ X B M 

• 0 0 • B 



> 9 IM 44 44 « 

IQ B 44 

I O B ‘ W B 

I M 09 01 M 

I B X V • • 

> X M > B M • > 

44 • M M V 0 M 

I O O X ■ 

•i g B 44 

o ^ - 

B M d . 



. S E 

9 M 9 

MO 



V B V B 



J M d B 

^ 0 B • B 

• 0 M M 

B B M 44 

B X B 44 M 

B 44 > M M 

K 0 M 

IM 44 X 

B O B ^ B 

X XV 

44 44 B W 

O 0 PM 

44 V 4 K V 

e ^ B X 

B V V M 44 

B 0 > ^ 

0 M IM 
O V O M O 



oZ 

X 

B 

K 44 

S2 

0) 

B 

B it 

s ^ 

V o 

5: 



S 8 



B B 

j 8 
• 0 ■ 
82 



7“ 

O 44 



3 8' 



“I 

W • 

9 44 

82 

e ® 



B 0 • 
•O V • 
K B 
> B C 
V V B 

>: w M 



M 0 
> M 



B V 44 
44 X M 
B 44 X 
44 > 



M IM M 0 IM M 



4 > 

B Wi 

44 O • 
B V W 

44 w ac 
CO B 
X ^ 
B 44 C 



X 44 . 

“ o S 



I ^ O N • 

cfs; 

O M M 



fl B 

•• B B 

i "5 



KX9MOBPM 
0 B K 9 



B ^ 44 44 . 
OP M 
V X 44 44 



M V O 0 44 44 • 



» B M fl 

p X X e 

I 44 0 0 



:oetwoa04444 
B X 44 o M B ^ 



IX V 44 X B 



M e 44 . 

X w m 



.25. 



tl 



O 44 
V M 9 
X 44 44 



M 9 

44 X ' 

0 X 

O BO V . 



® - 1 

4 44 o’ 

K « M • 
9 X 0 09 



PM M X W < 

P ^ 44 UK 



B X M 
V 44 

§. 



e B 44 44 > 



3 2?- 



0 44 
B 

M ^ 

< s- 



5 ■ 

0 44 

O 

K e . 

9 44 



M 4 
O 0 
M O 
O M 



44 44 V V V O B 
k«B01XWBBVM 
I K 0 44 V O V B 

L. e 4 X > M B B 

KU V w V 44 

M BO 0 0 0 X 

M V O O O BO 

9 X w w M e M 

«M 44 «M M 44 44 M 






yj 



I 

o 

o 

8” 

eo 

CD 



I O 

! ERIC 



CO 

vH 



s 

• K 

X « « 

S'*! 

•i c 8 



m V 



£ U 



^ > 3 



X U 

^ . ± o 

-< f w c 

« e a e 
3 a « 
« u 
• c X 

• ■- V 

u • «« « 

e w o • 
• W X 

^ • 4 i 4 i 

C U *4 

• 3 • 

ax m m 

• M b M 
^ ^ 3 X 
c > a w 



o ^ • k< 

»« • X 

® g "-s 

V « 41 

*J Z •<•4 

• • 

w ^ K P 

« e 4 i a 



4 i b e 

5 S?| 

; s 

5 " ag 

^ %4 M 

— O 

X X b 
« b • • 

^ 3 b j: 
>03 
« X X «« 

«4 4 i e 
• X ^ e 

SJ" 

e 

s- 



• *x 

“ e:: 



!i 



O 

• o 

•> « 

H 4 i 

^ sr g 

• 7. a 

a b 59 

« ^ a • 

- Sx? 

V be 
X V *4 e 

" 2 ^ 

_ fc* » w 

e %« m 



V C V 

:ti“ 



3 • n 

«9 b b b « 

b • 

• a V 

m X 

^ 4 i 

4 > ? O _ 

2 8 "£ 

r* • 59 



• 3 

c V O 

S ^ ^ 



w *• 
-4 — > 
k «4 b 



a a 

•S .5. 

X b 

6 * m I 

4 i « « 

a 

X V J 

a b X 4 



K *4 V 

b b 

e • « 

X ^ <b 



^ 51 O ' 

^ S *4 

s .? 

mil 

X o 
b « o 

b b • 

^ • 

o a e 

'? * 



. § I 



b O b 



• « • 

X a e 
b • o 

B b b 
■4 « 

O B 

b C 



• « V 



k 15 • • 



_. 59 ^ 
•* ^ C • 

^ • *4 « K 

X • X O 

»• b « t 
« c • e 



X *4 

m 59 4 i w 4 

^ • o > 

• X O 59 K 
:i ^ • 
b X c • 

X J 3 • *■ b 

b c b < 



b 

3 « b 

P • b 4 V ! 

k b o ^ 

•4 • X 

b ^ b 

• 9 B < 

59 1 X 



» 

m X 
« b 

B *4 

if 



iA 



b b 

g f 

> b 

B a 



B <H 

g g 

V »4 



^ J B 

g g^ 

b b 
- • «* 
g g g 



8 

X 6 b 



9 • b 

fb 59 a 

.3 g g 
g 

■g " : s 

> ^ B 4 a 

If® 2 

^ 5 5 o. 

e V «b b 

b B B 

B B > X 

Ob 44 

«b in B o 



3b* %« ' 

r - ® o 

3 i 

s5gS I! 

8 ? 3 g* 

X b 

B B b b I 

X B *4 %4 2 

b b B b» >04 
^ b X X U 
^ B b b 4 i g 

o a B e 4 

B 4 K *4 B 

B O B B •09 
3 . a a B B « 



i I 



^ B X B B 

•b b a X w 

o ^ 3 b B 



< X ^ b ^ 
X b 
b b 



B X . . ^ 
►4 P f 5 X 



e 



3 g 

B 

X B 
B B 

X 

- 5 



a B 

i’ 

a b 

B 

7-5 

b b 

o a 

■S 3 



B 

a 

o 

b 

s 

b 

3 

z 



f X B n B* . 

^ o 

. O X 
b b B 

O B 4 9 p .4 

B 4 o fi a 



si 

.3 g 

3 b 

t! S B 

2 ^ a 

BO B 

38 B 



b 

'■ I 

B i a 



• b X B 

• bi M . P 

! B o 

1 s ^ 

■s. g 



I 

a 

i 



a 

£ 

I 

i 



fS 



4 * O 

if 



3 - 

§ 

1 

b 

I 



CC 



UJ 
— ! 

«c 



a. 



s 

8 



b B 
B X 

3 b 



I? 



O 

m 6 



b b 

B B 

a c 



3 o 

b 

b 

O X 



b ^ B B 

3 J ^5 



T. g 

XX X 

W 44 o b 

a • a 
« B B C 

b O *4 

e 6 *4 u 

>-4 O B 3 

o *4 « o 
a b B o 

a 5 b b 

B n CB 

e b 

B B B %4 

X O 

»4 o a K 

*4 b « b 
B b 3 
XX 59 

« b B 
3 X B 
C *> b X 
O b 

•4 B b 

B 

• *4 B b o 

4 b b B *4 

» O B X b 
» B b b B 
r B a ^ 

I < a » 

I e 04*4 o 

I B B c *4 *5 

X *4 B u 

b *51 X ^ 

b •>« B 44 

B 4 V > b 

o a p B a 

o C > 

B b a *4 

b a b 
c *3 

B • o b 

a « B a 

< B *4 M 

B a 

b b 

b *4 a B 



•4 ^ »4 K b *4 



OboaoKOB 



B *4 B e 

e -es 



b O U B 

B B B X 

a B U 1 ■ 



B *4 B C 

X B C «4 

H 3 B 0 
e b <b 



B K • 

• 3 B b 
u a i B 
B B 

a B B B 

•J 5 44 

a e 

B « B 

X B a 

b *J B 



e B K 

e B B 

•s g ® 

a b a 

*4 K b o ■ 

B b 04 ^ 

X «4 B 44 B 

U X 3 *4 

B 44 b *4 

X B *4 0 

X a b b 

*4 b C B c 

*4 B C • 

BO O 



* • B B 

B X b <*4 X 

3 X «4 X a 

aa %4 44 B 



_ -4 B 4 9 X 

B o B a b 

- a b B 

b e 0 o B %4 

X •b o B4 ,J o 

a b *4 B 

*4 B 44 X B K 

b B b X b 

a B b 44 *4 

*4 B *4 X b 



> X b a I 

b b X e 

B B *4 B 

X X b B b 

b e O X B %4 

B B 4 bo 
B 4 b Bs I 
O a * B 9 
_ B • a *4 b 

S”^ • s s 

o e < B o 

*S-x • S • 

B K b B 
B B 6 • KX 

B 59 -4 e e 
B u 44 B a 



e B 

a *4 b i 
• P B • B 

*4 5 b X lb 



t B X B a 

I B o baa 

X b 3 b 

b a B B 



l:; 

S 



a» 

%4 

O 



e 

B 4 B 

o a 



. i- 

5 S 7 

B 4 X ts 
O • 9 b 

a X b 
^ o B 
o b B X 
•b P 

O B X B 

U b B X 

B 4 ^ -F 

O • B 
b b * 
B B -4 O 

^ w O I 

O b «4 

B B *4 

a a *4 

K B B 



o 8 



a *4 

g a 



m m 

a B 

B *4 



B B a 

ax o 

OH mt 



I. 

b b o 
O *4 ■ b o 

S&g 

«4 «4 B B 

• a b b B 

b e *4 «4 
* 4 X 0 b 

U > K*4 

S I 



B X 

3 b 

Sm 



I H I 






O u B 
b B b 
b O 



b t a 

5 Kg 

B 4 B 

B B B 

b C 

B B O 

B *9 -4 

i- 

gl| . 

b B# b 7 2 



I : 



a _ _ 

* C O b «4 

B B X B 

^ B_bba 

• b *4 MR b o 

XbbB 4 B 3 B 4 BB 
b B O B b O B 

a *4 O p B 

• * 4 a XUBflb 

V% 0«40 bBBBX 

aobB oaaaa 
a B *4 X 0 *« 

*4 X b b «4 B b 

b B B 4 B 4 u B B 
» b B O *4 9 m 4 

K 3 >B bXBB 

•bx _3 ab ob 

SUXb BBB* 4*4 
a bb B Xb 44 

~g|- if“gs 
"363 Is5 I 7 S2S 

X b b b O B B 

b^B. abbib ab %4 

“ f 3 

_ tZ «j?B‘ 

§ a a B b b 

O 0 %4 B B 

Ob *4 « 40 * 40 b B 4 B 444 

K« 4 O 0 bbX 3 ooa 
B *4 b 0 B b b 

BBbbBt BBB 

B 0 Bp >b BB*« 49 X 
bObfl BB>«*^ Baab 
3*40 m -4 03 * 4 X 0 bBB 

Ct;-^a»W OObBXB %4 

ca BO b ijo 

oBB^ac Bbaa 
B>X^exoaxo xa« 

O b 0 bp BX bO 

^b p« 4 *Bi Bb XB 

* *j b b a a b 

I 37 g5 S7 



3 

& 



s 

I ' 

*4 ■ ( 

? 8 « 
b 

a 

B B 

X b < 



o a a 
b c 
a 5 
e *4 0 



b 3 

75 

a 



^ < X b B B b 

■4 b O B b B B 

. 3 k~ 5 uo .3 

X b o 



3 

15 

‘g 

e 

> 

s 



* S i 

alb 
o B a 



S I 2 



*4 C 
b e 

• a 



e a 

9 • 

a • B 
-4 B o 
B e b 
B X e 

b O « 
* a a b 

H 



S3 

«4 B 



C b 

§ > 



) o O p 
) u b y 

< a € 



b a 

E; 

b B 

a a 

i 2 

3 t • I 
b b 

B to • 

b « 

g 



Ok 

C 

a •» 

b « 



2 * »s 8 

b b b O ■■ 
f e «4 a 
X « U • B 
g a ^ B b 

3 «4 0 CL 

U B « B o 
B *4 B — 
B 4 b B 0 

o a a 



"J 



«5 



263 

3 ! a > 



S > b 6 
« e *4 



3 ^ .2 
3 i t& 
b & s 



9 B 






s i 

I* 



a b 

Is 

II 

bI 

S 3 



V 



B 4 K B b 

g §133 

B b b B 

X b B 

B b O B 

?S - “ " 



K B X a B 

B b b a b 

• p — B O 

b X X b 

B B 3 b. B 

•5 *4 «4 B 

*4 b 

>^03 

• X e 

sc B B b b 

b b b 

B4 B e B * 

0 X « a K 

b 9 n «4 
B *4 « *4 4i 

b B B4 b e X 

B > e B a 

b B *4 b 0 «« 

ax • 9 b 

BOX 

1 9t S 

b b ^ • O O 

«4 a B «i B 

o *4 a * a B 

^ b C B C 

• O b « b 

*4 ^ C o *4 *4 

a B 5 b 

Ob 9 94 Ji 
« «4 bs b « 

a b e B B B 



b a a **a 

o . B c e 

iM b b o B • 

O 3 B *4 B 

b O b 4 b * C 

B b» B 

B ^ 3 b B M 
X O B B « *4 



• B C 

B > B a ^ 

:S *4 C 3 
b • B i « 



O 

0 D 

UJ 

£Q 



_ 7 

• o 



a. a M b 

B *4 «p4 JT 

I B b b a 

I *4 9 *4 «4 

I a o b b 



LO 



O 

ERIC 



ASSIGNMENT SHEET 



Source: Hesoludons, "Report of Ae Committee on Fugitive Slave BiD," and "Report 

of the Committee on Education, " of Ae New York convention in Albany, 22- 
24 July 1851, in Foner and Walker, Proceedings of Black State Conventions. 

I, 57, 59, 72, 73. 

See description of Ae Foner and Walker volumes imder Ae New Jersey 
documents from this work. 

Sueeested Uses: Con^nomise of 1850 (Fugitive Slave Law), Antebellum reform 

(education), AiMcan- American History (antebellum free black society) 

Peda^o^al Suggestions: 1) Group work involving oAer document selections from Ae 

black state conventions (are Ae issues different or similar in 
Ae states where conventions were held? 

2) Choral reading of certain portions selected by Ae teacher 

3) Question and answer based on Ae questions below 

Questions: 1) What values do Ae resolutions encourage? 

2) Why were Aose values important to African-Americans? 

3) Why were Ae issues of Ae franchise and education place togeAer in 
one set of resolutions? 

4) Why Ad Ae delegates Aink that education was necessary and what will 
education do for African-Americans? What is Ae African-American 
concept of education? What is Ae purpose of education from Aeir 
perspective? Is this a universal belief? 

5) \\Aat do Ae delegates think of Ae Fugitive Slave Law? What is Ae 
basis for Aeir argument against Ae Furtive Slave Law? 
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ASSIGNMENT SHEET 



Source: "Resolutions at the Ohio Convention, held at Xenia, Ohio, 10-12 Jan. 1865," 

and "Preamble and Article 2 of State Equal Ri^ts League," in Foner and 
Walker, Proceeding s of Black State Conventions. I, 349-351. 

Su ggested Uses: Civil War, Reconstruction (what issues were important to Afiican- 

Americans as the Civil War was ending?), African-American History 

Pedagot^id Sueeesdons: 1) Choral Reading 

2) (^estion and answer 

3) Group work comparing the demands of other black state 
conventions (see die various documents from these 
conventions in the Assignments section of this project 

Questions: 1) What fears do these delegates have as the Civil War is coming to an 

end? 

2) What goals do they have or want to achieve? 

3) Whom do they praise? Whom do they condenm? 

4) What indicates their pride? 

5) What indicates their desire for self-improvement? 

6) How do they reject stereotypes and promote the idea of self-reliance 
and self-help? 

7) Why had the war been inq>ortant to them? 
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ASSIGNMENT SHEET 



Source: "Afternoon Session, Wednesday, November 21, 1855," at Sacramento, 20-22 

November, 1855, and "Report of the Committee on Education," "Report and 
Resolutions," and "Statistical Reports," at Sacramento, 25-27 Oct 1865, in 
Foner and Walker, groceedinas of Black State Conventions, n, 120-121, 175- 
185. 

Suggested Uses: Western History, Antebellum free black society, earfy civil rights. 

Civil War, Reconstruction, African-American History 

Pedasoeic al Sueeestions: 1) Question and answer 

2) Choral reading 

3) Group work, selecting the various documents and then 
asking each group to compare what their document said with 
the other documents 

Questions: 1 ) What were the goals of tire delegates in 1 855? in 1 865? 

2) What barriers do the delegates face in trying to achieve their goals? 

3) What is the tone of the resolutions and reports in 1855? in 1865? 

4) Why is education important to tire delegates? 

5) What can you tell from these limited statistical reports about blacks in 
CaHfomia in 1865? 

6) What other evidence do we need to evaluate the status of blacks in 
California in 1865? 
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ASSIGNMENT SHEET 



Source: "The Afiic*American Fenule Intelligence Society of Boston [1832], in Lerner, 

Black Women in White America. 437-439 

Sueeested Uses: Antebellum reform (how are tiiieir goals similar or different from 

other antebellum refonners?), African-American Histoiy (what does tins 
document tell you about the lives of antebellum African-American women?), 
antebellum women' histoiy 

Pedasogical Su^^esdons: 1) Poem For Two Voices 

2) Biopoem (use it for an oiganization rather than a person) 

3) Comparison to other groups of the time through class 
discussion and the use of other documents or secondaiy 
resources. 

Questions: 1) What were the purposes of the oiganization according to its 

constitution? 

2) What do you diink were die ultimate goals of this group? 

3) How were these people trying to he^) themselves? 

4) What obstacles do you think these women will face? 

5) Take any of die documents in the Assignments section that deal with the 
black state conventions held during the antebellum period. How do the 
activities of these women compare to those of the mostty male members of 
the black state conventions? 

6) What relationship, if any, do you think these women have to other 
'intelligence societies' in Boston? Would a white female society have the 
same goals at this time? 

7) What do you think is signifrcant about this document? 
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ASSIGNMENT SHEET 



Source: "The Fish I Didn't Catch," "Respect for the Sabbath Rewarded," "Control 

Your Temper," "The Best Kind of Revenge," and "The Character of a Happy 
Life." in McGuflfev's Fifth Eclectic Reader. 63-66, 69-71, 204-206, 266-268, 
308-309 

Sueeested Uses: Post Civil War education and social values (what values did 

American society emphasize as appropriate?) 

Pedagogical Suggestions: 1) (^estion and Answer 

2) Group woric, comparing the stories of various ethnic 
groups and what is emphasized 

Questions: 1) What values are these stories trying to promote and encourage? 

2) How do these values ih within w^t ^ traditi onall y characterized ^ 
American values? 

3) Compare the values espoused in these stories and those found in Flovd's 
Flowers. 

What are the similarities in the values of both sets of stories? 

What are the differences in the values of both sets of stories? 

What are the ultimate goals of the authors of the stories in 
McGuffev's and Flovd's Flowers? 

4) Are the men and women in these stories expected to follow different 
values? 
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ASSIGNMENT SHEET 



Source: Various letters on the African-American desire for education at the time of 

Reconstruction, from Berlin, Free At Last 212-213, 486-487, 518-519, and 
two drawings from Harper's Weekly, 23 June 1866 and 15 December 1866, 
and "They Would Not Let Us have Schools," in Lemer, Black Women in 
White America, 112-113 

Su ^^KstMl rises: Antebellum reform (use in conjunction with "Report on Education" 

from the New York black state convention on July, 1851 vdiich is in die 
Assignments section of this project). Reconstruction (goals of African- 
Americans after emancipation), Afiican- American History (use in conjunction 
with the writings of jLnjJbois on eoucation) 

Peda^o^al Suggestions: 1) (^estion and answer with questions below 

2) Qioral reading exercise 

3) Compare New York convention report with working class 
demands for educational reform during the Jacksonian era 

4) Using all of the information in the Sources, construct a 
thesis widi evidence about the African-American attitudes 
toward education in the years before and after the Civil War 

5) Biopoem with any of the letters or "They Would Not Let 
Us Have Schools." 

Questions: 1) What specific evidence can you firid in the documents that indicates the 

importance of education to African-Americans? 

2) Examine all of the documents. For what reasons did African-Americans 
stress the importance of education? 

3) As you examine these documents, what indicates that Afiica-Americans 
were working to better themselves through their own efforts? 

4) Compare "They Would Not Let Us Have Schools" with Ida WeDs- 
Bamett's "Red Record" which is in the Assignments section of this project, 
why are blacks being terrorized? 
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••k of our ohlH frlin~”rn«*ut’7hnr*‘iiri^‘"* “'* ** ••'"••‘ly 

hond^? ^ •>"» 1" labile, that thty rtUin, 

that thla’Sjlow ^*«Wi*'uw'^}i'brOT|?r.}* V* '*“***^‘‘ •“ I". «»«l 

atnat of thla coonmt, apaaka- ,„d ^.!TJ *"»P«ratlut. If tha moi,l 

thilr'*i'*f?^ ®PPriaaad paopla, tMt th^J'oni'ilw* **th 

thtlr ttntlnentt rtaptctlni this law mm w 4 i? *” •»prt«*lon of 

and t.ara of hla uletioa. * “ ^'o**'* *«• Plata froo thTeHaa 

to raai to oalt th. laaua- 

upon our oun wnho^; trWar^rMu.a “5 h“~"l ^ and 

not only of llbtrty. but of thr?!?l !!, ?, * " *>••* *>t art wthr 

ara nM danlad ua; and to aurrandaj\lfi''”j*" thaU‘J‘*l!r** *"* 

r ^ugltlva alava law ir?h. ? ^ J**"" 

»• Ptaolwad, That dlaobadl.net to '* ‘Ptanta. 

10. PaaolvW, That wt will obay Cod!’^ * ** '•**^‘*"t* *o Cod. 

*»oa Carry Btonn, 

John Ntlton Still, 

Ju P. Johnson, 

Oowiittoo. 



S rrort of tho Commi t tee on 



«n 2.".’ j;.;- s""; .... 

^ S«n«r«l prlnclplo*. *«bject of Education; vc can only 

l"P«».i~th« thrinflMn^Xf"!!** **'• P*opl. bt 

bteont altvat.d from that eondltlin '** '''•teo»t~that thty .ay 

thi* w** “"tulPhtd a largt proportion of thJ **^*^***^ In ^Ich Ignorant, and 

•j! of Involuntary dcgr.d.tlor ^ *«"elp.t.d froo 

■nd ..llelou. ty.tt. of prtludle, \ T *” b* th. er”l 

h. full d.v.i.po.„„ .f",hi;.“h"d;."„' and :;rori -u.t b. iff.ct^d 
of thri,"”'*" **'• *'•"*• ""'tlMe.rof «nkl!3* *1?**"’ •'touiht 

i " r* th.lr olnda to ?hi ’d'I'i"* **•• b»«uty 

•uch rag.rdl.aa if any o!l?warrc^. ‘"I teavlct. 

•Imply to Isprova the physical natur* •*^***® discipline which tanda* 

t':p‘."^*“ p^t. it b^a•rbut•^^"^^‘"' -»-i wthout 

*yP* of aan a axcallancv And • . * ^®* S^8*ntlc atrancth tha imfr 

tv.n dangaroua In proportlo^^L 1 ?“?!'^ ‘"!l* 1* 'lutyt d.bJalin^i 

-^‘^^‘ulla’: “-^^“-oPMtauT p'J”nT tM 

•' "» *'“h •!! th. !«,. ,„d 

l.gltlBat. duty whtn It a..k. to*.l.v.|r ti onawtr. ita 

iJJ‘o‘urh-idj--u i:: t. 

w::.i-in;^*^ "• *» — i^z izu 

•l^t. In th. grt.t atrS|g*I^Joi”Jij}j m* **'** •“’’found ua on .v.rr 

'if!"*-- th. to».„%*ity",~oJj‘;;; »ppf«or .nS tJir 

Mr?'*’ *" •^“'•tlon glvtn In i on.-IldId*iJ**"* **'• bltt.r 

?h! *** 'f ’'••’■• ^f®® Itthtr to child ^ Jlr.etlon, and continued for 

th. .ccenpllthmcnt of ita tnda .nd ...kd*!*''* *"*® * *ytt.i« all powerful in 

that rattlv., j,. Olttat.rby that "l*h a^y - InJ 

•uptrlorlty and to aa.rela. rula. w a., k. ‘^-r^-tJUbta to elalo 

. “• at. th. aoel.l .nd aehool education of th. 
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land facccnlng upon tha hldaoua arror that Cod haa created a nobla and an 
Ignobla race, and that by virtue of thla he haa given a right to the atrong to 
tyrannlxe ovar the vaak*-to load hla body with chalna and ahut hla up from the 
revelations of light and love guaranteed to him In the very ground work of hla 
being. 

The history of alavary and caata In thla country la so palpabla that It 
needs no recapitulation here. It la a history written In blood and black with 
anormltlea and crimes. That It owes Its origin and continuance to misdirected 
views Is c&ade evident In the fact that where a different system of culture has 
baen adopted, the ao-callad antagonistic races have grown up In tersxa of 
amity, and hava moved on an equal platform, basking under a common civilisa- 
tion. end rachlng out to a common destiny. 

^The fact made glaring by the education adopted, that thera la a vast 
dls^rlty In the standard of culture of the two clasaea Involved In the 
argument, has been made a Justifying cause for tyrannizing over those whose 
only crime haa been, that whera no food haa been given them, they hava not 
grown fat, and where light haa baen ahut from them, their sight haa become 
dim und obscure. 

rime, therafora, having sanctioned the erroneous doctrine that bacauae 
there la a dlffarenca In davalopment, tha truth la avldant that thara la a 
dlffarance In caparlty. It rests with ua to counteract tha parvertad taach- 
Inga of the land, by filling up aa soon aa poaalbla the chasm of mind that haa 
aaparatad ua, and to bring to our mental atorahouaa thosa rich fralghta of 
thought and Intalllgenca that really maka amlnent any people, and tha want of 
which makes ua yield too readily to such Influancea aa cause ua to remain the 
vaaaala and slaves of a more powerful clan, and pliant subjects to a ayatam of 
aducatlon highly Impropar of Itaalf, and which serves to randar ua laaa flttad 
to appreciate tha advantages of a trua system, and makes ua willing Inatru- 
menta to ambarraaa and postpone tha prospects of sacurlng such aa la proper^ 

The system of aducatlon moat conduclva to our advancamant asema to be 
that which will moat readily annlhllata In ua that waakenlng acknowladgement , 
that our mcana of alevatlon are to be avar distinct and separata from those 
educational appliances that end ao rapidly to push onward the great American 
peopla. in othar words, va must partaka, as far aa la practlcabla. In tha 
advantages of those lltarary and religious Institutions, whera conaon rights 
ara respected, and where manhood la acknowledged as an equal Inherltancal 
Schools established by casta, while they may not be contemned where battar 
rallancea are not to ba had, ara dapreaalng In their Influencaa, and unfitted 
to prapara our chlldran to asauM an equality of position In the aftar aevare 
leaaona of Ufa. Wa navar may axpact to claim, or our opponenta to grant, 
full fraedom In carrying out tha great alma of Ufa, whara we ara aducated 
In acknowledgment of tha fltnaaa of that spirit of colonization that ahuta ua 
out from enjoying the advantages of tha battar schools of tha land. Thla 
being our conviction, lat ua glva good attention to securing for our chlldran 
a llbaral education, remaining ataadfaat In the detarmlnatlon to unceasing 
efforts to uproot tha evil of proscription on account of color, wharaver It 
la to ba met with, alther In school housaa or In churchea, avar maintaining 
peraaverance In the right direction, and a dignity of demeanor that will 
characterize us aa a people knowing our rights, willing to aaaert them, and 
to make aacrlflcea of praaant convenlenca to tha end of aecurlng their 
permanent possession. 

In addition your cooB&lttaa recommend tha passage of the following 
reaolutlons: 

AeaoJved, That tha character of Central College, In Ita prlnclplea, its 
ability and appointments, la such as we can cheerfully recommend to Che 
support of the colored people. 

AaaoJved, That tha renewed evidence of firm adherenca to tha principle 
of tha universal brotherhood of man, aa given by tha noble position maintained 
by that institution of learning known aa "Central College," at McCrawvllle, 
Cortland county, which Institution spumed the bribe held out to It by way of 
pecuniary aid from tha $tata, on condition of the departure from Ita prlncl- 
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ASSIGNMENT SHEET 



Source: "A Red Record," Ida B. Wells-Bamett, in Gerda Lemer, ed., Black Women in 
White Ame rica: A Documentary Hstorv (New York: Vintage Books, 1973), 
196-205 



Suggested Uses: Eariy Civil Rights Movement in the late 19th and eariy 20th centuries 

(compare WeDs-Bamett to the Plessy case and the NAACP), Progressive Era 
(comapre Wells-Bamett to other women activists). Women's History, 
African- American Ifistoiy 



Pedagogical Sueeesiions: 1) Biopoem 

2) Poem For Two Voices 

3) Role Play 

4) Discussion- question and answer with students 



puesfipus: 1) Based on the introduction to the document, how did Ida Wells-Bamett's 

life reflect traditional values about women as well as departing fr-om those 
accepted roles? 

2) How did WeDs-Bamett attack lynching? 

3) How does Wells-Bamett chaDenge southern justifications for lync hing ? 

4) Why would Wells-Bamett observations make her life difficult in the 
South? 

5) How are her views on the pli^t of African-Americans similar to and 
different from the views of Booker T. Washington, W. E. B. DuBois, and 
Bishop Heiuy Turner (see selection about Turner in this project)? 

6) How could the problem of lynching be solved according to WeDs- 
Bamett? 

7) How do the activities of WeDs-Bamett compare to those of other 
reformers during the Progressive Era? 

8) What do the figures WeDs-Bamett supplies for lynching versus legal 
executions in 1894 (197: 132) say about American attitudes toward the law 
in the South and the United States in the 1890's? 
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ASSIGNMENT SHEET 



Source: Tor la raza y para la raza," in Weber, Foreigners In Their Native T ^nd, 248- 

251. 

Sueeested Uses: Western Histoiy, Ifispanic American Ifistoiy, Immigration Hstoiy 

Pedafofieal Suggestions: 1) Choral reading of selected passages 

2) Biopoem on an organization 

3) Group work comparing this group to others of similar 
purposes in other ethnic groups (see documents in assigmnent 
section on Grand United Order Toussaint L'Ouverture, the 
New York African Society for Mutual Relief, 
landsmanshqfin, the Hebrew Free Loan Society, and die 
brief article on Chinese societies in Hawaii) 

Questions: 1) Why was this group being organized? What were its purposes? 

2) How are the purposes of this organization similar and different from 
other mutual aid societies that existed in other immigrant groups? 

3) Compare Article XII of die New Mexico state constitution with die 
Congreso Mexicanista. What conclusions would you draw from conqiaring 
these two documents? The constitution is from 1912. 
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.. CHAPTER FIVE 

Article XII. 

Sec. 8. Teachers to learn English and Spanish. The legislature shall 
provide for the training of teachers in the normal schools or otherwise 
so that tliey may become proficient in both the English and Spanish 
languages, to qualify them to teach Spanish-speaking pupils and 
students in the public schools and educational institutions of the State, 
and shall provide proper means and methods to facilitate the teaching 
of the English language and other branches of learning to such pupils 
and students. 

Sec. 10. Educational rights of children of Spanish descent. Children 
of Spanish descent in the State of New Mexico shall never be denied 
the right and privilege of admission and attendance in the public- 
schools or other public educational institutions of the State, and they 
shall never be classed in separate schools, but shall forever enjoy 
perfect equality with other children in all public schools and 
educational institutions of the State, and the legislature shall provide 
penalties for the violation of this section. This section shall never be 
amended except upon a vote of the people of this State, in an election 
at which at least three-fourths of the electors voting in the whole 
State and at least two-thirds of those voting in each county in the 
State shall vote for such amendment. 



7. 'Tor la raza y para la raza" 

Congreso Mexicanista, 1911 * 

The popularity of mutual benefit societies in the Southwest 
toward the end of the nineteenth century indicated a growing 
awareness that group action was more effective than individual 
ellorts in protecting the Mexican American community from 
oppression and in fighting for justice. This philosophy of group 
action was carried to its logical conclusion in Texas in 1911, 
when nr, embers, of various societies came together in a state- 
wide convention, the Congreso Mexicanista. 

This extraordinary meeting, which brought together delegates 
from twenty-four Texas communities at the border town of 
Laredo, had been prompted by extraordinarily bad times for 



•Primer Congreso Mexicanista. Verificado en Laredo, Texas, EE. UU. de A., 14 al 22 de 
Septiembre de 1011. VisctjrsM y Con/erencias por la rasa y para b rasa (Laredo, Tex.: 1012) dd 
3M7. Trans. David J. Weber. 
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Mexicans in Texas: the beating to death of a Mexican boy, 
Antonio C6mez, in Thorndale, Texas, and the burning at the 
stake of Antonio Rodrfguez by an angry mob in Rock Springs, 
Texas. This latter incident gained considerable publicity and 
resulted in a wave of anti-American riots in Mexico City. 

These events gave an urgency to the stated purpose of the 
Congress: "to unite and protect all the Texas Mexicans." Unity 
became the key word at the Congress, and its slogan, "por la 
raza y para la raza," is similar to the well-known saying in 
English: "All for one and one for all." To achieve unity, the 
Congress formed a central organization called the Gran Liga 
Mexicanista de Beneficencia y Proteccidn. The following ex- 
cerpts from a speech by the Reverend Pedro Crado touches on 
the three issues of most concern to the delegates: justice, 
mutual protection, and education. 



Farewell Address 

The Reverend Pedro Grado 

Mr. President: 

Respectable Audience: 

My turn has arrived in the progression of the program of the 
Congreso Mexicanista to step in the place from which have come 
forth words full of erudition; ideas that, although heterogeneous, 
demonstrated with few exceptions beloved unity in the objective that 
occupies our attention. ... In this conversation, and it is nothing 
more, I will touch on some of the points or topics which are most 
interesting to review, and which may be most useful to us in placing 
the first bricks of the great social edifice that this Congreso Mexican- 
ista proposes. 

There are two black points that, with a prophetic threat, sprout 
forth and grow in the pure heaven of our liberty and which day by 
day, worry all good Mexicans, all true patriots, and all persons who 
shelter altruism and philanthropy in their souls. 

The first of these points concerns the oppression and the abuses that 
the sons of Uncle Sam commit daily to our countrymen, especially in 
the State of Texas. 

The second is the imprudent conduct of men and women, our 
fellow citizens, in the State of Texas. 

The first point has the following classification: 1. Bad application of 
the law 'when it deals with Mexicans. II. Unpunished molesting of 
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Mexicans by particular Americans. III. The exclusion.ot Mexican 
children from the American schools. , , , . * 

Order demands that the bad application "here ftal 

Mexicans be discussed. The disease has its remedy, and it is here mat 
the utility of the Congreso Mexicanista is illustrated, 
ex;erie„ce teaches us that isolation «uses weakness ^d to 
weakness produces failure. Reason tells us to make ourselves 

The Congreso Mexicanista can and should enhance ^ewcan 
Dress of Texas The newspaper is the scourge of the unjust and the 

Tnouncer oTaie abusers "of ^e. It is a Powe^ul ^ 

comolaints to the desks of officials and demonstrate by turns mat we 
a^not indolent, that we are concerned about the ^verty of our 
countrymen, and that we are able to do all that is within the law or 

**^^e Congreso Mexicanista can and should embrace 
influential men because of their morality, thek 

contacts. These are the ones who. in case of difficulty, will have access 

*°ThrColgresrwm^^^^^ itself admirably, and admirable wfll be 
the results if it tries to attract to it all the secret societies of ^e 
Masonic type, or whose members might be our countrymen, or the 

^uriltie^ld^ 

How surpri^ng will be the effect^oU ^ 

This problem is more difficult to soive. . i j u-pii to 

who work in . mill, on a haoienda, or in a plantation would do well to 
establish Ltos MencanUlas. and see that their neighbors form therm 
u “ once united, with the help of the press, and with Ae valmUe 
iirouD of philanthropists of wealth or influence in some department, 
Aev^will'be able to strike back at the hatred of some bad sons of 
Snele Sam who believe themselves better than the Mexicans because 
of the magic that surrounds the word white. 
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It remains, for us to say something of the exclusion of Mexican 
children from the Anglo-Saxon schools in the majority of the counties 
of the State of Texas. We can say this is a difficult but not unsolvable 
problem. 

\Vhat happens in Laredo, Texas, in San Diego of the same state, 
and in other river communities where the Mexican children have free 
access to the American .schools and high schools? The purpose of this 
que.stion is to go to the reasons, because if these reasons are 
transmissible, the problem is not far from resolving itself. ... In the 
aforementioned towns, the Mexican element dominates and Is inti- 
mately bound to the Anglo-Saxon by ties of commerce and other 
kinds. In these same towns there are re.spectable Mexicans with 
prominent positions in the court hou.ses, so that we find in this one of 
the causes, or the reason, for the Mexican children’s access to 
American schools. Would we be able to make these means transmissi- 
ble, and make the influence of those men extend to many miles round 
about? Yes, it is possible when all in mass distinguish themselves as 
mexicanistas and take interest in their countrymen. Whatever may be 
the reasons they exclude Mexicans from the schools, I do not find 
another solution than the influence and heterogeneous powers of 
mcxicanismo, ... 



8. A Sample from the Press El Labrador, 1904* 

Onp of the most important tools for organizing the Mexican 
American community in the nineteenth century, as today, was 
the Spanish-language press. While these papers often served 
special interest groups, many of them had the broader interests 
of Mexican Americans in mind. 

The following sampling from El Labrador, published in Las 
Cruces, New Mexico, demonstrates the desire of the editor to 
have Mexican Americans work within the American system, yet 

•The three articles which follow come, tespectively. from the March 20. July 15. and 
Deceml>cr 30, 1904 issues of E! Uihmdar. The last article first appeared, apparently. In Ei 
Mcpcmlicnte of Las Vegas, New Mexico, then was reprinted in £/ Labrador. All three items 
translated by David J. Weber. 
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ASSIGNMENT SHEET 



Source: Anne Firor Scott, "Most Invisible of AH: Black Women's Vohintaiy 

Associations, The Journal of Southern History, LVI (Februaiy, 1990), 3-22. 
This article is a wonderful, succinct summaiy of the myriad of activities diat 
black women have followed in efforts to help their community. The article 
contributes significant^ to perception of the complexity of the Afiican- 
American community. For another source on 19thi century women's groi^ 
with some primary documents, see Dorothy Sterling, We Are Your Sisters. 
104-119. 

Suesested Uses: 1) Women's History (what motivates women to participate in reform 

movements? how does the work compare to that of iJjg pJaiional Coimcn of 
Jewish Women? see the document on NCJW in the Assignments section of 
this project), Afiican- American Hbstoiy (how do the actions of these women 
reflect traditional vs^es within the Afiican- American community?), American 
reform efforts (are flie purposes of black reform organizations similar or 
different from the purposes of other reform groups?) 

Pedagogical Suggestions: 1) Group work- students read the article and develop their 

own views of these organizations, based on small groiq> 
discussions and then present their views to the class 

2) Brief papers on individual groups, using black biographical 
encyclopedias or other sources 

3) Teacher/student discussion based on the questions below 

4) Biopoem on black women's organizations 

Questions: 1) Why was this article written in fire first place? 

2) Who were the black women who belonged to these myriad 
organizations? 

3) What were the goals of such groups? 

4) What degree of success do you think these organizations had? What 
could contribute to the success or failure of a group? 

5) What obstacles or barriers did the organizers of such groups face? 

6) What problems within the Afiican- American community were tiiese 
groups trying to address? 

7) How would you compare these organizations to other organizations of 
reform that you have studied? 
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Source: "Qub Activities [1906]," in Lemer, Black Women In White America. 450- 

458 

Su f jested Uses: Progressivisni (compare to the activities of other women reformers 

and refonn in general), African-American History, Women's History 

Pedaeoeical Suggestions: 1) Poem for Two Voices (for example the National 

Association of Colored Women and the National Cormcil_of 
Jewish Women 

2) Choral Reading 

3) Teacher/Student Discussion 

Questions: 1) Why were some local clubs named alter Phillis Wheatley and Sojourner 

Truth? 

2) What kinds of activities did these chibs pursue? 

3) What was the source of the funds for these clubs? 

4) In what ways did the activities of these women reflect traditiorud values 
about women? 

5) What goals did these women have in pursuing these activities? What did 
they hope to achieve through these activities? 

6) How do the activities of these African-American women compare to 
the activities of the National Council of Jewish Women? How are their 
activities similar? How are they different? (See documents on the National 
Council of Jewish Women in the Assigrunents section of this project). 

7) What obstacles did these women face in pursuing their activities? 

8) Discuss your reaction to the statement of the St. Louis Colored 
Orphan Home to the NACW explaining fliat "Orphans Home Day" 
represented a truly "race effort" because whites contributed less than $50 
of the $529 collected 

9) Conpare the activities of fliese groups to the goals of the Afric- 
American Female Intelligence Society of Boston (see the docuinent in 
Assignments section of this project). 
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ASSIGNMENT SHEET 



Source: Rogow, Gone To Another Meeting. 136-138, 142-143, 145-147 

This book is a history of the National Council of Jewish Women, an 
oigarrization established in tire late 19lh century. These excerpts describe die 
response of this organization to die massive migration of Jews from Europe in 
the late 19th and early 20th centuries. 

Su^pested Uses: Immigration Ifistory (how do groups help others who follow diem 

to the United States?), Progressrvism (do these kinds of activities fit within the 
fiamework of Progtessivism?X Women's Ifistory 

Suppesdons: 1) Poem for two voices (use die documents in the 

Assignments section on the National Association of Colored 
Women) 

2) Teacher/student discussion using questions below 

3) Group work comparing the activities of this group with 
other groups during the Progressive era. 

QupietiAwtse- 1) What kinds of actions did the National Council of Jewish Women take 
to help Jewish inmiigrants, especially women? 

2) What were their motives in pursuing these activities? 

3) What was the extent of their success? 

4) What obstacles would diese women face? 

5) How do the activities of the Jewish women compare to those of 
African-American women at die same time? (See the documents on the 
National Council of Colored Women in the Assignments section of this 
project) 

6) Did die activities of these women reflect traditional values that women 
should follow or did they challenge those values? 

7) Which actions, if any, would you classify as part of the Progressive 
movement of die early 20th century? Were these activities, such as birth 
control and pure food agitation, on the forefront or a reflection of 
changing American values? 
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ASSIGNMENT SHEET 



Source: The Jewish Communal Register. T32-1A3, 796-797, 836-839 

This reniaikable volume was produced in 1918 under the auspices of the New 
York KehiBah, a Jewish co mm unal organization diat was attenq)ting to unify 
die disparate elements in the Jewish community. It is a conqnlation of rdl of die 
Jewish communal institutions in New York City and around die country. 

There were almost 4000 such organizations or one for every 375 Jews. The 
section reproduced describes die mutual aid societies, often known as 
landsmanshqftn viluch were created by immigrant Jews, espedalty diose from 
East Europe to provide a range of benefits for dieir members. The members 

^ •i/iTfi ifin ustmr: ritwri in- rmavsin in rjtKi r.ininir^ 

USUBlty C3 Tia« £ro«n o a rw town oar aro^oA uMk Eoo 4 l^wropo. 

(LA-we -the Same tewrv or Pe^ejo \ u £ ftST tiusope 

Su ppesied Uses: Immigration Ifistoiy (comparison to other immigrant groiqis and to 

die organizations of Afiican-AmericansX Urbanization (how would these 
organizations help immigrant Jews deal with the problems of livirig in die 

city?) 

Pedapopiad Suppestions: 1) Groi^ work, having students read the introductory article 

and dien having them examine selected mutual aid societies 
based on the questions below, followed by a discussion of die 
characteristics and attributes of these organizations 

2) Teacher/student discussion based on die questions below 

3) Group work compatirig the groups of societies of different 
immigrant groups and Afiican-Americans (see the documents 
in the Assignments section of this project on New York 
African Society for Mutual Relief^ Grand Order of Toussaint 
L'Ouverture, Chan article on Asian groiqis, and die Congreso 
Mexicanista 

Questions: 1) What were the purposes of diese groiqis? (See the Key to Abbreviations 

to he^ you determine what services it offered). 

2) What benefits did die author, Rosenblatt, see in these groups? What 
problems did he see for the future with diese groups? 

3) How many such societies existed? How large were these societies on 
average? What were armual dues on average? 

4) Examining individual societies, describe the benefits that each offers, 
give die address (use this onty if the teacher is familiar with New York 
City, but placing die locations on a map of New York City could lead to 
questions about the location of die Jewish immigrant populationX 
characteristics of the President along with his address, and does the society 
belong to a larger federation (if so vidiat does this mean?) 

5) Comparison to other groiqis based on question 1 and Pedagogical 
Suggestion 3. 








130 



Use the following mutual aid agencies, as die basis for group wodc: Ackerman B. A. 

(F.RO.), Adler's Young Men Ind. Ass'n., Belgoraer.Youg Men's Soc., 
Bessarabian Y.M Ben. and Educational Club, Bielsker Bruderlicher 
U.V., Krementuger Ladies B.A., Zablotower Rabbi Mendel Hager 
K.U. V. (F.G.B.J.A.X Zitomirer U. V., and Qtomirer Ladies Ben. Soc. 
No. 1. 
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ASSIGNMENT SHEET 



Source: "Hui in China and in the United States,” "Ko in Jqian and in the United 

States," " Esusu in Africa, Britain, and the Americas," and "Rotating Credit as 
a Tradition of Enterprise," in light. Ethnic Enterprise in America 23-36. 
Light's sociological study is a conqrarison of edmic enterprise amor^ the 
Chinese, Japanese, and African-Americans in the United States. A major focus 
of the work is to understand why economic entrepreneurship seems more 
common among the Chinese, Jrqpanese, and blacks of West Indian heritage 
than African-Americans bom in the United States. This particular section is a 
discussion of rotating credit associations found among the Chinese, Japanese, 
and West Indian blacks. The last section of the reading is a brief assessment of 
the impact of the credit association on the ability of minority groups to obtain 
credit. 

Su ggested Uses: Immigrant Ifistoty (how do groups adapt to the United States?), 

African-American History (what are differences and similarities between 
native-bom and foreign bom African-Americans?), Asian- American lEstory 

Peda^o^al Sugfesiions: 1) Groiq) work 

2) Teacher/student discussion based on the questions below 

3) Biopoem on an institution 

Questions: 1) What are the origins of the rotating credit associations among the 

Chinese, Japanese, and West Indian blacks? 

2) What is the author's suggestion about wlty native-bom blacks do not 
have such rotating credit associations? (For a possible type of rotating 
credit association, found certainly in Harlem at one time, ask students to 
investigate what were known as 'rent' parties). 

3) What were the purposes of these rotating credit associations? 

4) Why did immigrant groups use them in the United States? 

5) Make a comparison of the rotating credit groups discussed in this 
reading with the Hebrew fr:ee loan societies v^ch were organized among 
Jewish immigrants. How do such groups differ fr'om each other? Do you 
see any similarities among the groups? (Material on the fr-ee loan societies 
is in the Assignments section of this project). 

6) How do these associations reflect an effort at self-help and mutual aid? 
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ASSIGNMENT SHEET 



Source: "Forward" and "Various Trades of BoiTOwers[1913]," in Joselit, Lending 

Dignity, iii-v, 17, and "Free Loan Societies" and "The Credit Union 
Movement Among The Jews Of new Yoric City," in The Jewish Communal 
Register. 689-695, 727-731. 

Joselit's woric is a histoiy of the Hebrew Free Loan Society to commemorate 
die hundreddi anniversaiy of its founding in 1892. The forward of this work is 
a brief histoiy of die insfitudon, and a document from 1913 lists the 
occupation of some of the borrowers for that year. The material from die 
Communal Register gives a brief histoiy of free loan associations and the 
credit unicni movemfflt. ^mr>n p Th<My- adma .m . » 

Communal Register is muminanng ana eonynig; me Cvommunai Kegisier lenas 
to see both advantages and disadvantages to free loan societies which Joselit 
righdy points out were often much bett^ than the loan sharidng from ^nch 
small borrowers perpetually were relegated. 

Su ^ested Uses: Immigrant Histoiy, Progressivism (how would progressive goals be 

achieved through such institutions?). 

Pedagogical Su^^esdons: 1) Biopoem on institutions 

2) Poem for two voices (conqiare free loan societies with 
rotating credit associations; see material on rotating credit 
associations in die Assignments section of diis project). 

3) Teacher/student discussion based on the questions below 

4) Group work comparii^ the free loan societies with die 
rotating credit associations. What were the functions of each 
organization? What were the goals of each type of 
association? What were die advantages of each type of 
association? What were die disadvantages of each type of 
society? 

Questions: 1) Why were free loan societies organized? What is die origin of the 

concept of a free loan society? 

2) Look at the "Various Trades of Borrowers" for 1913. What are the 
occupations of most of the borrowers? What kinds of work do die 
borrowers do— skilled, semi-skilled, unskilled? Who are the largest number 
of borrowers listed? Why do you suppose diQ' were borrowing money? 
For what would they need to borrow money? By looking at this fist, what 
conclusions would you make about the Jewish community in 1913? What 
were the goals of die borrowers? (Here you are making an educated 
guess). 

3) Why did some organize credit unions rather than free loan societies? 

4) How do you think such organizations might benefit the Jewish 
community? Were the organizations only for die benefit of the Jewish 
community? 
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Four hundred years after Columbus sailed 
westward, eleven immigrants from Vilna se- 
cured a footing in Manhattan’s Lower East 
Side. Stirred by what they saw — how deeply 
poverty could seep into the roots of a community — the group, 
including one poet, met in their synagogue to act. 

The founders invoked an ancient tenet concerning revered 
behavior, welcome acts that had helped their forbears to survive: 
Gemilath Chassodim. Broadly conceived as “acts of loving-kind- 
ness” toward the individual, the community, or even the way- 
farer of any creed, the doer of such a deed would not expect re- 
ward. That rubric embraces the act of lending without interest, 
as set forth in Exodus. 

The eleven neighbors amassed a total of $95 and opened for 
business under the name of the Hebrew Gemilath Chassodim 
Association of New York, later to be called the Hebrew Free 
Loan Society. The original name embodied a new commitment 
to enduring values, which are still in play. 

Aware of the sensibilities of their neighbors, the founders 
fashioned a set of standards to preserve the personal dignity of 
the borrower: welcome with courtesy, interview in privacy, let 
the purpose of the loan remain unmentioned. 

Loans started at 50<f payable in 10 weekly installments of a 
nickel each. Supporters became members for an annual fee of $3, 
payable at the rate of 25c per month. For the borrowers, these 
donated pennies became passports to their future. Their loans 
were regarded as “obligations of honor.” Loans repaid meant 
loans remade. 

A $10 loan paid for a pushcart license while a $50 loan en- 
abled one to be a boss and open a tiny shop in one of the tene- 
ment flats that lined the elevated railroad tracks, where men, 
women, and children did piece work on garments. Their slack 
season was the worst of all seasons, when income stopped for the 
job-holders and job-makers alike. Facing eviction, hunger, and 
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illness, for them, the Hebrew Free Loan Society became their 
lifeline. 

A renowned philanthropist saw the Society’s considerate 
approach as “amongst the most important constructive work 
done in this community.” His first gift of $ioo in 1893, plus a se- 
ries of impressively larger ones, seeded the Society’s Perpetual 
Loan Fund. 

The generally unheralded work of the Society, when dis- 
covered by Fortune, in 1938, prompted the magazine to call it 
"... one of the most remarkable philanthropic institutions in the 
United States.” 

How it was possible for this fledgling in philanthropy to 
have continued unbroken for one hundred years, dispensing 
over $108,000,000 in interest-free loans to over one million 
families challenges belief. Lending Dignity makes the reader be- 
come a believer. 

Dr. Jenna Weissman Joselit has written more than a his- 
tory. Her study portrays the ftices and forces that have shaped a 
significant institution and its community through turbulent eras. 
Moving examples reveal how the Society responded to eco- 
nomic, social, and cultural change with innovative programs and 
flexible approaches, yet scrupulously preserving its vision of phi- 
lanthropy: a marriage of aid and considerateness. 

This study also connects the leading actors in the Society 
from then to now, pre-eminent among them Abraham Gribetz, 
the Society’s executive director for forty-eight years. As a result 
of his courtesy, clarity, and candor, Mr. Gribetz proved that phi- 
lanthropy could not only mellow banking practices but also cre- 
ate lasting friendships. In 1941, shordy after my appointment to 
the State Board of Mediation as a mediator, Mr. Gribetz, who 
had known me only as a borrower, invited me to his office for a 
chni. During the course of our conversation, we exchanged life’s 
philosophies and recounted personal experiences. At one point, I 
mT.'iIcd diar I did nor use a regular check-book. Forthuath, my 
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host telephoned the vice-president of the bank used by the 
Society to facilitate my opening a checking account. That con- 
versation, the first of many, molded a friendship that lasted for 
decades. 

Over the past one hundred years, the Society’s clientele ha 
changed. When jobless, borrowers of an earlier era faced evictio 
for failure to pay rent. Today, they may lose their homes for foil 
ure to pay mortgages. Today’s borrowers include retirees and 
their new emergencies, with drastically reduced income and 
unimagined health costs. Additional current challenges to social 
resources include the influx of Russian refugees who again will 
be helped by the Society as their predecessors were helped one 
hundred years ago. In tremulous times, refugees are moving evi- 
dence of the will to survive. They will be welcomed by a tried 
agency. 

This history of the Hebrew Free Loan Society touches on 
each of its distinguishing features: an idea to move the heart; a 
devoted, imaginative board; a knowledgeable administration; a 
humane and diligent staff. 

If this image be true, may the oncoming years sustain it. 

— Julius J. Manson 

Professor Emerim Baruch College 
City University of New York 
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Introduction 




The Hebrew Free Loan Society occupies “a 
unique place among our institutions,’* related 
the American Hebrew, a leading Anglo-Jewish 
newspaper, in 1900, pointing to its widespread 
popularity among New York’s Jews. Several thousand dues-pay- 
ing members and supporters, the majority residents of the lx)wer 
East Side, thronged the Society’s annual meetings, “hang[ing] 
upon every word of the voluminous and verbose report of the 
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executive officer, which he in turn reads with a gusto and a sense 
of pride that comes from work well performed and appreciated 
by those for whom it is done.”* 

Nearly a century later, in 1992, that sense of pride contin- 
ues to animate and to define the sensibility of the Hebrew Free 
Loan Society and its supporters as they mark the organization’s 
centennial. An unusual blend of the charitable and the fiduciary, 
the Society has been in continuous existence since 1892, granting 






“timely aid” in the form of an interest-free loan to a broad swath 
of New Yorkers — businessmen, housewives, writers, musicians, 
journalists, public officials, lawyers — or what the Society has 
called “sturdy folk in need of a friendly helping hand.”^ 

In the course of its distinguished, if unheralded, one hun- 
dred-year-old history, the Hebrew Free Loan Society has dis- 
pensed more than $107,998,227.00 to hundreds of thousands of 
borrowers and inaugurated a series of creative community-wide 
loan programs while maintaining throughout a consistendy 
modest, self-effacing profile. In fact, the Society’s deeply rooted 
avoidance of publicity and its eschewal of fanfare has prompted 
more than one American Jewish communal leader to comment 
that “the only fault I can find about your society is that it is not 
sufficiendy known,” a state of affairs that this essay hopes, in 
large measure, to correct.^ 

Betokening a radical departure from practices in both the 
philanthropic and banking communities, Hebrew Free Loan’s 
policy of granting modest, interest-free loans, ranging over time 
from 50 cents to $5,000, became an enduring article of faith as 
well as a sustaining mode of operation. As one supporter related, 
“it is as much a feeling as an institution.”^ While some believed 
in the efficacy of material relief, preferring the dole to the 
Society’s “gifts,” and others extolled the chastening effects of an 
interest-bearing loan, Hebrew Free Loan always has insisted on 
the lasdng economic, social and civic value of an interest-free loan 
or what Society officials like to call an “obligation of honor.”^ 
The chaner of the Hebrew Free Loan Society put it this way: 

“To loan money to those in need, instead of giving alms, and 
thus assist respectable people whose character and self-respect 
will not permit them to receive alms but who will accept a loan 
which they can repay....” As this document suggests, notions of 
“self-respect” and “dignity,” as well as an ongoing concern for 
the applicant’s humanity, have generously peppered the Society’s 
pronouncements over the past one hundred years, attesting to 
the collective hold such notions exert on its imagination. 
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“The great object of our Institution,** explained Julius 
Dukas, the Society *s third and long-term president, in 1921, “dif- 
fers essentially from other Institutions in nature, operation and 
utility. Our aim is deeper than charity, better than asylums or 
almshouses, of more comfort than hospitals. Our aim is not alone 
to reach the bodies of the needy, but the mind.... We provide the 
needy,** he concluded, “with the means to provide for them- 
selves.**^ In much the same spirit, and drawing on a similar com- 
parison, Rev. Hirsch Masliansky, the “Yiddish Henry Ward 
Beecher** of early twentieth century American Jewry, colorfully 
extolled the society *s virtues at a pub- 
lic meeting. After likening the 
United Hebrew Charities, the 
largest of New York*s Jewish 
social agencies before World 
War I, to a hospital, from 
which, he insisted, “one never 
fully recovers from one’s stay,** 
the preacher compared the He- 
brew Free Loan Society to an out- 
patient clinic (or what was then called a 
dispensary), from which most visitors emerged relatively un- 
scathed. “But when the man is still standing and needs just a litde 
help to keep him so... then there need be no maiming, no opera- 
tion, he can preserve his self respect, his manhood. This dispen- 
sary,** he concluded, referring homiletically to the Hebrew Free 
Loan Society, “prevents sickness, [and] inquests and it preserves 
respect and prevents schnorrers.**^ 

In many instances, not least in its prevention of schnorrers, 
the Society represented “something of a novelty in New York 
communal life.**^ One of the earliest communal institutions 
founded by members of New York*s “downtown** immigrant 
Jewish community at the turn of the century, the Hebrew Free 
Loan Society or the Hebrew Gemilath Chassodim Association, as 
it was first known, tangibly demonstrated the ability of Lower 




East Side residents to take care of their own while also symbolizing 
that community’s much-vaunted sense of independence and self- 
sufficiency. “'I'lic Society is largely supported by members of the 
very class that uses it,” explained its president. “It is, we can claim 
with justice, a monument of gratitude for benefits received, the 
helfvxl Kwining tlie liclfx’rs. the benefici;u'ies the bencfiictors."^ 

In its early years, in fact, both the “helped and die “help- 
ers” came fom the Lower East Side. Supporters, endorsers, inves- 
tigators, collectors, board members, as well as borrowers, were 
neighborhood people. Philip H. Samilson, the organization’s first 
president, lived on East Broadway as did board member Harry 
Fischel, while Israel Rokeach of the Finance Gimmittee called 
Market Street home. Neighborhood residents and members such 
as Mrs. Rose Cohen of 164 Madison Street, J. Rubin of 94 Allen 
Street and M. Bernstein of i74'/2 Bowery eagerly monitored the 
Society’s activities, volunteering their time as unpaid investigators 
and workers, enthusiastically attending yearly meetings and dis- 
playing their public support. “What I particularly admire in diis 

society, in this work,” related Adolph Lewisohn, a pillar of New 

O 
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Attorney Street, in tlie 
heart of the Lower East 
Side. Cii. 1908. Collect ions 
ol the Mimicipal Archives 
of the C'iiy of* New York 



Adolph l^wisoiin, a pillar 
of New York’s German 
Jewish philanthropic coni- 
niiinily, repeatedly and 
ptihlicly endorsed the 
Society's work. The He- 
brew Free Loan vSociety of 
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York’s uptown or German Jew- 
ish establishment, “is that it is 
carried on by the downtown ele- 
ment and is not dependent 
upon the uptown Jews. I don’t 
think that we ought to draw a 
line between the downtown Jew 
and the uptown Jew,’’ he added, 
doing just that, but it is most gratify- 
ing to see that the East Siders practically support this institution 
and they are doing it well. It is a mistake when some people say 
that they are not doing their duty to their brethren. I know,” he 
concluded, referring explicitly to the Hebrew Free Loan Society, 
“that r%are doing it in a creditable manner!”'® 

While the “brethren” of the Lower East Side might not 
have adopted Lewisohn’s rhetoric, they certainly shared his as- 
sessment of the Society’s functional and symbolic value and in 
short order valorized it as one of their own “pet institutions,” or 
what one contemporary more aptly called “««zer [our] soci- 
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ety.”“ Membership, purchased at 
the relatively steep price of $3 a 
year but paid out in installments 
of 25 cents a month, grew rapidly, 
from a “handfbr in 1892 to 750 
within five years. Before the Soci- 
ety ceased functioning as a mem- 
bership organization — the sus- 
pension of membership activities 
was a prerequisite for joining 
New York s Federation of Jewish 
Philanthropies in 1917 — it 
boasted more than seven thou- 

MemSers rook chdr res^pon- 
sibiliries so seriously in laa that 
attendance at annual membership meetings routinely exceeded a 
thousand persons. At one such gathering, in 1901, “the police had 
to be called to keep out members and their friends, because the 
hall was already hill,” reported one slightly bemused newspaper 
reporter, adding would that the members of our uptown institu- 
tions exhibited a fraction of such personal interest in the societies 
they support.”'^ When, in 1907, the Society dedicated its own 
building at 108 Second Avenue, the event assumed a kind of 
communal importance. “It was like an East Side festival,” re- 
ported one contemporary, and the East Side seems to have 
turned out to do honor to and rejoice in its pet institution.”'^ An- 
other eyewitness related that “the Hebrew Free Loan Society has 
prospered because it has the respect and the confidence of the 
community. It is the entire community that works with us.”''* 
Bound by and rooted in a strong sense of community, the 
Hebrew Free Loan Society over time transcended its original geo- 
graphical boundaries, extending its assistance to both Jews and 
non-Jews throughout the greater metropolitan area. It came to 
g ^ new type of exchange, at once social and economic. 
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that drew on the supports of 
community — on its conditions 
of intimacy and familiarity — to 
fuel monetary transactions. 

With money as its commodity 
and feith its collateral, the Soci- 
ety built on the personal ties 
that defined the Lower East 
Side, creating in the process a 
new form of social welfare orga- 
nization and with it, a new type 
of relationship between donor and beneficiary. 

. Inventive in its approach to money. Hebrew Free Loan en- 
dowed its loans with the quality of “special money.” a category 
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of fiingible exchange that had a kind of extra-economic, higher 
moral significance; by doing so, it removed the social stigma cus- 
tomarily attached to receiving a loan from a charitable institu- 
tion. ^ Where loans distributed by the United Hebrew Charities, 
say, were viewed as a form of material relief that stigmatized the 
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applicant, branding him or her as economi- 
cally unstable or emotionally maladjusted, 

Hebrew Free Loaji Society loans were so- 
cially neutral; they did not taint or diminish 
the borrower for they were neither hand- 
outs nor gifts. “You are performing the ex- 
alted duty of brotherhood, not by giving 
alms or stimulating pauperism, but by acts 
of justice which leave no sting of shame or of humiliation,” 
wrote an admiring Louis Marshall in 1913, adding some- 
what floridly that die Society’s efforts “arouse a sense of 
manhood both on the part of him who is aided and of him 
who lends a helping hand.”*^ The objective of the Society’s 
loans was essengally a non-monetary one: to cement per- 
sonal relationships and to solidify the community. When 
disbursed by the Society, money was not an end in itself but a 
kind of social contract, ensuring stability. “The Hebrew Free Loan 
Society, one newspaper astutely observed in 1927, provides “practi- 
cal encouragement not to be calculated in mere terms of dollars 
and cents. 
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ASSIGNMENT SHEET 



Source: Chan, Asian-Americans. 63-78 

This is a hrief^ interpretive histoiy of Asian- Americans. The chapter 
reproduced here is a description of the communal organizations that five 
groups of Asian immigrants to diis country, Japanese, Chinese, Fili^os, 
Koreans, and Asian Indians, developed to acclimate and sustain themselves in 
this country. 

Su ppested Uses: Immigration History (how are the actions of Asian immigrants 

similar to and different^om the actions of ofiier immigrant groups?), Asian- 
Ameiican Hbstory 

Pedagogical Suggestions: 1 ) Question and answer based on questions below 

2) Group work, dividing die work based on die particul% 
Asian group, and determining similarities and difTerences 
among the diverse groups. Use questions 1-4 for each group 
separately, followed question S for a whole groiq) 
discussion. 

3) Poem for two voices (comparing two Asian groups) 

Questions: 1) In general, why did Asian immigrant groups form associations and 

societies? Did their purposes differ fi-om other immigrant groiqrs? 

2) What kind of associations and societies were formed? 

3) What purposes did these groups have? 

4) Who belonged to these societies? 

5) What were the differences and similarities among different Asian 
immigrant groups in the formation of these societies? 

6) Do these associations reflect vsdiat are considered traditional 'American' 
values? 




204 



ASSIGNMENT SHEET 



Source: Constitution and General Laws of tiie Supreme Grand temple Grand United 

Order of Toussaint L'Ouverture Samuel Unity . . . in Ae Mvstic Rites and 
Brotherfiood of Ethiopia, in American Friendlv Society (New York: Hailem 
Printing Studio, 1927) 

This document is located in the Schombuig lihraiy, New York City. The 
organization was a society drat rqiparentfy hoped to have a number of purposes 
which can be ascertained from the document How successful dus organizadon 
was is unknown. This was the onfy reference in the Schomburg library and 
the only one diat I could find. 

Su ^^ested Uses: 1920*s (compare to Babbitt and the interest in joining societies that 

is evident in that novel), Jim Crow segregation (there were many organizations 
like this already existing, why did blacks not jmn diose organizations?^ Great 
Migration (wIq^ might a groiq) like this be easier to organize in the Nordi than 
the South?), African-American History (how does this group compare to die 
other mutual aid groups that blacks had organized? See the documents in the 
Assigrunents section of this project on the Afric- American Female literary 
Society and New York African Society for Mutual Relief) 

Peda^o^d Suggestions: 1) Choral reading of selected passages (marked with brackets) 

and making into group poems 

2) Biopoem based on an organization 

3) Poem with two voices, compared to another organization 
of similar goals fr'om another ethnic group, say a 
landsmanshqfin or the Congreso Mexicanista, both of which 
are documents in the Assignments section of this project 

Questions: 1) What were die purposes of this organization? 

2) Why would they choose the name Toussaint L’Ouverture for their 
organization? Why is Ethiopia their model? 

3) Many similar organizations in other ethnic groups have established sick 
insurance and death benefit societies. Why do these organizations 
concentrate on sick and death benefits? What is the importance of deadi in 
a society? 

4) Who can join? How are funds raised? Why are ofiBcers given tides of 
grandeur? 

5) After reading excerpts firom the pamphlet, do you dunk groiqis like dm 
are important? 

6) What obstacles to success might such organizations face? 

7) Why would African-Americans create their own group rather than 
joining an established group? 
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PREFACE 



has been encouraged by the Supreme Maker of the 
Universe to inspire into mankind the sincereity and love 
of his Creator; to unite Friendship and Brotherly love 
towards one another, and to encourage Peace, and 
mony, and Charity to all his neighbors. The virtue of the 
Holy Trinity is to love ye one another, and to do «nto all 
men as ye wish to be done by. The Grand United Order 
•of Toussaint L’Ouverture, Samuel Unity, Incorporated in 
the mystic rights and the brotherhood and sisterhood of 
Ethiopia, and now stand in virtue of its united protection 
through the Holy Trinity of freedom and the liberty of 
man, through the spirit of the Supreme Architect, the 
author and finisher of the universe, has declared it unto 
all men to watch as the shepherd watched his flock 

We have formed ourselves in a bond of fraternity; for 
the purpose of relieving our people and their agitated 
minds, and to smooth the w’rinkles of our happy fra- 
ternity; we learn the lesson of Justice; wherefore we 
praise the name of our great Supreme God: in brotherly 
love and sympathy to the poor and needy; we learn to give 
and lend to all. Let us just act as an incentive means 
whereby to provide for the relief of our sick and the 
burying of our dead, thus becoming a support to the help- 
less, and comfort to our bereaved brothers and sisters. 
For ages Societies have been organized; we the sons and 
daughters of Ethiopia, has been receiving the form and 
instruction of all the fraternal societies of far and near, 
but at last, through the providence of that All Seeing, we 
have formed to create our own instructions and to give to 
our fellow brethren of the world for their objects, those vir- 
tues which elevate and adorn the human heart. 

Amongst them stand Toussaintism, which has been in 
existence for centuries having received the support of the 
wisest and best men. Toussaintism teaches us to have 
faith in duty which is charity to all widows and orphans, 
the best of all is. Love, Unity and Protection. For (^d 
is our father, and we his children; in Him, is our trust.^ 

THE EXECUTIVE BODY. 



W. H. James 
F. G. Lewis 
L. Bailey . . , 
S. E. Hinds . 



President 

Secretary 

Treasurer 

Sup. Grand Director 
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SUPREME GRAND TEMPLE 
Order Rule 
PART I 

Constitution and General Laws 

Section 1. This Society, hereinafter referred to as the 
Order, and shall be known as the Grand United Order ol 
Toussaint L’Ouverture, Samuel Unity, mystic rights and 
brotherhood of Ethiopia, Incorporated under the State laws 
of New ^rk, in the United States of America. 

— ^ Sec. 2^‘his Society shall be divided into four branches: 

First, A juvenile Palace for children from two to seven- 
teen years; second. Temple for male and Court for female; 
third, a pass officers Council; fourth. Sir Knights end 
Uniform Rank Department. This Order is composed of a 
Supreme Grand Temple, District Grand Temples and Grand 
Temples, Subordinate Temples, Executive and Legislative 
body of the OrderN 

Sec. 3. First, the Supreme Grand Temple is the Execu- 
tive and Legislative body of the order; second, the District 
Grand Temple, is a combination of the Grand Temple un- 
der one district; third, a Grand Temple is the Legislative 
body of the Subordinate Temples within its jurisdiction. 
In the Constitution and By-Laws of the Order, we provide 
for the sick and distressed members. There is a funeral 
fund, a treasurer's fund, a management fund, and such fund 
or funds are raised and maintained according to law. Each 
Subordinate Temple and Court shall pay its own sick 
claims and pass on the amount of such claims to be paid — 
death claims and all other such claims that may come 
before them. 

— ^ Sec. 4^'he Supreme Grand Temple pays, in case of death, 

a sum of fifty dollars, which shall be paid to defray the 
expenses of burial, provided the member is not in arrears 
in dues. On paying the sum of ten per cent monthly, from 
each member, collected by the Worthy Scribe, and for- 
warded to the Supreme Grand Department, as there shall 
be an increase in the near future, this claim shall be for 
the protection of the Order and its members^^ 

Aim and Objects. 

^^irst, the particular objects for which the Order is to be 
formed, are to promote the principles of friendship and 
brotherhood among its members, and to be practiced in 
the territory in which its operations are to be principally 
conj^cted — in the territories of the United States of Amer- 
ica.^ Second, the town, village or city in which its prin- 
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CONSTITUTION AND GENEXU^L LAWS 

Of The 

GRAND UNITED ORDER OF TOUSSAINT 
L’OUVERTURE 
SAMUEL UNITY 

MYSTIC RITES AND BROTHERHOOD OF 
ETHIOPIA. IN AMERICA 

ORGANIZED JANUARY 9th, 1921 



By SAMUEL E. HINDS end CO-WORKERS 



As a member of this Grand and Noble Order of Tons- 
saint. Let us pray to the Great Jehovah, Master of the 
Universe, that He may give us wisdom, and knowledge, 
and underst^ding faith to undergo our daily journey 
— .> through life, ^n the undertaking of bringing about this or- 
ganization fo^race-pride, and service for men, women and 
children throughout the world; with Principle, Faith, Hope 
and Charity, with the knowledge of learning to know our- 
selves and to do the things that arc right to humanity, and 
to realize that this Grand United Order is a power of four 
hundred million men and women marching forward, to the 
uplift of a future idea in love, and unity, feeling the care 
of brotherly love, in the knowledge of Ethiopia, under the 
progress of a divine wisdom, and love of the Saviour, which 
shall be our chief delight as our foundation is, love ye one 
another^ 

This book of laws is given with the paragraphs made 
into sections, which are drawn by the Executive Commit- 
tee, and passed, to be the full government of the Grand 
United Order of Toussaint L’Ouverture, Samuel Unity, 
throughout the world. 



We, the officers and members in special session, meet in 
the name of the Supreme Grand Temple, free and acc'epted 
to the Grand United Order of Toussaint L’Ouverture, 
Samuel Unity, M. R. B. H. of E We here sign this Book 
of Law'S, which shall be the power for the management and 
government of all temples and courts throughout the entire 
world. /Its members are filled with the Divine Spirit of 
the Fatherhood of God and brotherhood of man, where the 
principles of the brotherhood of man are made perfect and 
complete, its cardinal virtues are to aid the sick and injured, 
bury the dead and to carry the sunlight of this Order 
throughout the globeA 

order teaches how to become a free man, a citizen 
in every country, in which you live and reside. It also 
teaches the right of true freedom, and practical Christianity 
It also gives to the poor, for sustainment which hold high 
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Supreme Grand Temple 

above all other things pertaining to humanityS It holds 
as high as hope, as the great throbbing stars a^e the deep 
blue sea of the dead. It teaches the love of God, the love 
of your country and the love of brotherhood.— Samuel £.. 
Hinds, S. G. C., Founder and Organizer. 



LAWS FOR THE GOVERNMENT OF THE 
GRAND UNITED ORDER OF TOUSSAINT 
L’OUVERTURE, SAMUEL UNITY, 

IN AMERICA. 

LAW L 

Name and Object. 

Section 1. The Name and Object of this Society shall 
be known as the Grand United Order of Toussaint L Ouver^ 
ture, Samuel Unity, in America, Inc., in Mystic Rites and 
Brotherhood of Ethopia, to be known from coast to coast 
and held in high esteem and respect by all mankind, 
jv Sec. 2. <To all who knew Toussaint he was kind, loving 
' and gentlraanly in manner. Candor and. devotion to racial 
uplift were his outstanding characteristics^He was a trusted 
and respected employee of the great firm of Ovington 
Brothers, as a Man and a Brother brave and a genius to 
his fellow brethren, throughout his career, as a comman- 
der, exerted his influence to preserve their lives. Upon 
entering military life his promotion was rapid, as he |>os- 
sessed all the requisites of a great commander and leader, 
having risen to a generalship, because of his many suc- 
cesses, France and the world at large acknowledged his 
rank and tendered to him a commission as commander-in- 
chief of the armies and Temple of San Domingo, a member 
of one of a certain order; a title of honor; piece in chess— 
to create a Knight Templar to be in union with the rules 
and regulations laid down by the Supreme Grand Temple. 
The object of the order shall be for the raising of funds 
for the relief of its members, when in sickness, lamed, or 
disabled, and for insuring a sum of money to assist in 
defraying the expenses of burials, to be paid to the widow, 
legal executors, administrators, or assigns of a member 
deceased, or to assist in defraying the expenses of the 
burial of a wife, husband or child of a member, who shall 
be subject always to the laws and following rules and regu- 
lation of the order, also to provide necessary funds for the 
carrying on of the business ^f the order according to the 
General Laws herein enacted.^ 

Sec. 3. At each national meeting there shall be elected 
by the National Assembly of the Supreme Grand Temple a 



211 



39 



Supreme Grand Temple 

day, their railroad fare, and sleeping car fare and no more 
while going to, attended upon, returning from the assem- 
bly of the Supreme Grand Temple. 

Sec. 5. The full board shall meet only twice per year, 
but nothing therein shall prevent the Supreme Grand Tem- 
ple from holding special meetings in keeping with the other 
provisions of the Supreme General Laws. 

Sec. 6. Before any money shall be paid to any member 
of the Supreme for railroad and sleeping car expenses, the 
Supreme Grand Commander and Supreme Grand Scribe 
and two of the Supreme Grand Trustees shall obtain from 
the ticket agent company of the railroad having the most 
direct route to travel to and from the homes of the various 
members of the Supreme Grand Temple, the actual railroad 
fare and sleeping car fare to and from the homes of such 
members, and the number of days necessary to make the 
trip; and the Supreme Grand Temple shall allow such rail 
road fare and sleeping car fare and no more. The per diem 
shall only be allowed for such time as is actually, consumed 
in making the journey back in attending to the business of 
the Supreme Grand Temple, and any member making a 
trip to the Supreme Grand Session other than the person 
directed, or stopping over en route to or from such session, 
they shall not be allowed for such days or such additional 
fare if there be any. 

Sec. 7. The Supreme Grand Temple shall publish in ^e 
quarterly magazine Circle the railroad fare and sleeping 
car fare, and per diem in separate items to date. 



LAW XLVIL— ARTICLE 9. 

^Dur Grand and Noble United Order of Toussaint L’Ou- 
verture, Samuel Unity, Mystic Rites and Brotherhood of 
Ethiopia, Incorporated, the Order is perpetuated as a fra- 
ternal organization; that its government may be provided 
for, that the welfare of happiness and liberty of its mem- 
bers at heart to promote the honor and interest of the 
Order, and to establish a better understanding of char- 
• acter and brotherly love of Ethiopia, to enhance that noble- 
ness of soul and happiness of mind be cultivated; in the 
principles of friendship, love, unity, and protection, and to 
be charitable to all mankind, and that brotherly love and 
fidelity be inculcated and that its members and their fami- 
lies be assisted by the secret hearts of our fraternality.^ 

^ 6ec. 2. The principles of the Grand United Order of 
Toussaint L’Ouverture is to promote peace and happiness 
^ong its brethrens^ 
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Grand United Order of Toussaint L’Ouvertnre 
LAW XLVIII^ARTICLE la 



— ^ i^Section 1. Any person who desires to become a inembcr 
of the Order, shall be enlisted with an application for his 
or her admittance to membership, with a certificate of 
health, from a practicing physician who shall be a member 
of this Order, and if there’s one in the jurisdiction of the 
temple. He shall pay into the said temple not less than 
Five ($5.00) Dollars, one-half of which shall be paid upon 
presentation of application for admission, and the other 
half on the night of his or her initation, and in case any 
temple shall receive any person or persons as a candidate 
who shall become a member thereof for less than the sum 
of Five ($5.00) Dollars such temple or temples shall pay 
the sum of Five ($5.00) Dollars into the General^ Funds 
of the Supreme Grand Temple and the member so initiated 
shall not be entitled to the liberty or any of the advantages 
of the Order until this article be strictly complied with.^ 

Sec. 2. Any application for membership received into a 
temple and on receiving three or more black balls shall be 
declared rejected. 

Sec. 3. It shall be the duty of the Deputy Master of 
Works of the District Subordinate Temples to ascertain 
whether or not the applicant has been rejected by any other 
temple within six months preceding his or her application. 
In case any temple shall initiate any person who has been 
so rejected by a sister temple in the jurisdiction ^ the 
Order, said temple shall be fined and shall pay the Order 
the sum of Ten ($10.00) Dollars, and the member so initi- 
ated shall be declared an illegal member. 

Sec. 4. Any temple that initiates a candidate after a 
legal objection has been made by another temple, shall, upon 
proof, forfeit its charter to the Supreme Grand Temple and 
Supreme Grand Commander on demand. 

Sec. 5. Any member who may have been suspended 
from membership in his or her temple for non-payment of 
dues, and who shall make application for reinstatement 
within six ‘months and shall accompany his or her applica- 
tion with all assessment and taxes up to the date of his or 
her application and a doctor’s certificate, may be balloted 
for at a regular meeting upon a motion of any member 
present, but after six months shall have elapsed each ap- 
plication from the person suspended shall be referred to an 
investigation committee, in like manner as an original ap- 
plication; if the application is made within six months after 
suspension it will require a majority of the votes cast to 
elect; but after that time it will require but three black 
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ASSIGNMENT SHEET 



Source: Martin. African Fundamentalism 4-6 

This is a compilation of writings on politics, Iheraiy criticism, poetry, book 
reviews, race, black history, art, and Marcus Garvey that appeared in Garvey's 
Negro World newspaper. This newspaper, a publication of the largest Pan- 
African group ever orgaruzed, printed a wide selection of articles that 
emphasized the significance of black self-he^), black pride, and black history 
for the Afiican-Ameiican commurrity and the numerous Universal Negro 
Improvement Association chapters outside the United States. The selection 
used is an article by Marcus Garvey about the goals blacks should have for 
themselves. 

Suseested Uses: 1920's (what do the ideas of Garvi^ and their popularity within the 

black conununity say about the Afiican-Ameiican community in the 1920's?), 
African- American Ifistory (compare the ideas of Garvey with those of other 
prominent Afiican- American leaders, Washington, DuBois, King, Malcolm X, 
Martin Delaney, Frederick Dou^ass, Nat Turner). 

Pedagogical Suggestions: 1) Role Play-using this and some other information, a teacher 

could have a student represent Garvey to the class. If a 
teacher wanted another voice in the same role play, tire 
teacher could have DuBois or a Klansman, WeslQ^ FBram 
Evans, in role play as well 

2) Silent reading using the choral technique of selecting three 
words, phrases, or sentences and then have groups in class 
put together their quotations to reconstitute the document for 
presentation to class 

Ouesdons: 1) What goals does GarvQ^ want blacks to pursue? 

2) What attitudes does Garvey demand that blacks have about themselves? 

3) How does Garvey expect blacks to achieve? 

4) Compare the ideas of Garvey to those of Afiican-Ameiican leaders 

mentioned in Suggested Uses. 
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Source: Char, The Bamboo Path. 174-178, 220-223 

This is the stoiy of Tin Yuke Char and his writings on the Ufe of the Chinese 
in Hawaii Most of die segments are succinct. The two readings selected are on 
immigrant Chinese societies and CSiinese newspapers in Hawaii 

Sueeested Uses: hnmigration Histoiy, Asian- American Ihstoiy 

Pedagogical Suggestions: 1) Teacher/Student discussion 

2) Groi^ work comparing the activities of other ethnic 
groiqis and their development of societies and use of 
new^apers (see the Chan chapter on social organizations 
among immigrant Asians in die Assignments section of dns 
project). 

Questions: 1) For what reasons did the Chinese organize diese societies and 

newspapers in Hawaii? 

2) What were the goals of these immigrants in coming to Hawaii? How did 
diey feel about being in America? 

3) Do you dunk these societies and newspapers were successful in their 
purposes? why or why not? 
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ASSIGNMENT SHEET 



Source: "Uptown" and "El Paso Del Norte, Chuppies," in SantoU, New Americans. 

115-123, 289-292. 

Santoli's book is an oral histoiy of recent immigrants to die United States. It is 
a valuable source of information about the feelings and attitudes of recent 
immigrants to this country. The two selections here are excerpted from the 
stories of a Vietnamese refuge family in Chicago (115-123) and a Mexican- 
Ameiican family in El Paso (289-292). The purpose of these two selections is 
to indicate that self-help and mutual aid are still important in an era when the 
government is frequently considered a source of last resort for immigrants. 

Sussested UsesL Modem U. S. History (responses to i^jnericaV nnmi&ant ttisiorv 

Pedagogical Suggestions: 1) Role Play (take the interviews and let the student create the 

character for a question and answer period in class; this also 
could be done with students who are immigrants or the 
children of immigrants if they are comfortable doing it). 

2) Biopoem 

3) Poem for two voices 

4) Teacher/student discussion based on die questions below. 

Questions: 1) What problems did the Nguyen family face when they arrived in this 

country? 

2) How did cultural differences create tendons? 

3) What kinds of groups did the Vietnamese immigrants organize in their 
community? What was the purpose of those groups? 

4) What has been the consequence of these self-help activities on the part 
of the Vietnamese? 

5) What changes have occurred in the lives of the Vietnamese refugees? 

6) What has been the reaction of the Caballero to living in the United 
States? 

7) What group is Cesar Caballero involved in? What are his motivations 
for being involved in community organizations? 

8) What is evidence of the pride of the Caballero family? 
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* • These works were either used minimally or the author thought that they might 
be useful for future investigations. Some are works for which the author had 
citations, but was unable to find. 



Acuna, Rodolfo. Occupied America: A History of Chicanos. 3rd edition. New 
York: Harper and Row, 1988. 

This is a very good history of Chicanos. There are brief descriptions of 
mutualistas in various parts of the Southwest as well as good introductory 
accounts of other aspects of Mexican-American history. 

Burrell, W. P. Twenty-Five Years History of the Grand Fountain of the United 
Order of True Reformers, 1881-1905 . Richmond: Grand Fountain. United 
Order of True Reformers, 1909. 

This is an account of the early years of the United Order of True Reformers, 
an African-American mutual aid society that apparently was successful for a 
number of years, starting in Virginia and later expanding. Its services include 
sick and death benefits as well as a savings bank. 

Carson, Emmett. "Black Volunteers As Givers and Fundraisers." Paper prepared 
for the Center for the Study of Philanthropy, City University of New York, 
Conference on "Volunteers and Fundraisers," November 14, 1990. 

This paper is a nice introduction to the current activities of African-Americans 
involved in philanthropic and charitable associations. 

Chan, Sucheng. Asian Americans: An Interpretive History . Boston: Twayne 
Publishers, 1991. 

This is brief, perceptive history of Asian Americans. The information on Asian 
community organizations is excellent as is the bibliography. Portions of this 
could be used with high school students. The bibliography for the chapter on 
community organizations is comprehensive and contains numerous citations 
that would be useful for future studies of community organizations. 

Char, Tin-Yuke. The Bamboo Path: Life and Writings of a Chinese in Hawaii . 
Honolulu: Hawaii Chinese History Center, 1977. + 

Char, Tin-Juke and Wai Jane. Chinese Historic Sites and Pioneer Families of 
the Island of Hawaii . Honolulu: Hawaii Chinese History Center, 1983 
This is a brief introduction to the Chinese of Hawaii through a discussion of 
early families and early mutual aid societies. The histories of the associations 
are brief. 




234 



Chinese Historic Sites and Pioneer Families of Rural Oahu . 

Honolulu: Hawaii Chinese History Center, 1988. * 

Clawson, Mary Ann. Constituting Brotherhood: Class, Class, and Fratemalism . 
Princeton: Princeton University Press, 1989. 

This book focuses on fraternal orders and their policies in regard to class and 
gender. There is some discussion of the insurance policies that many of 
these organizations developed. 

Coles, Robert. The Call of Stories: Teaching and Moral imagination . Boston: 
Houghton Mifflin, 1989. 

This book made me feel I was in one of the most creative professions. 

Constitution and General Laws of the Suprem e Grand T emple Grand United 
Order of Toussaint L'Ouverture Samuel Unity ... in the Mystic Rites and 
Brotherhood of Ethiopia in American Friendly Society . New York: Harlem 
Printing Society, 1927. + 



de Tocqueville, Alexis. Democracy in America . New York: The Modem Library, 
1981. 

This classic work on America is still perceptive and illuminating on the 
character of Americans and their institutions. 

Feingold, Henry. The Jewish People in America: A Time For Searching: Entering 
the Mainstream, 1920-1945 . Baltimore: Johns Hopkins University Press, 

1992. 

This work, one of five volumes on the history of the Jewish people in the 
United Sates, describes the changing attitudes and beliefs of American Jewry 
after World War I through the Holocaust. One of its main points is the 
increasing influence of Zionism in Jewish communal life. 

Floyd, Silas X. Royd's Flowers: or. Duty and Beauty for Colored Children, Being 
One Hundred Short Stories Gleaned From the Storehouse of Human 
knowledge and Experience . Atlanta: Herlel, Jenkins & Co., 1905. 

The stories in this reading book for African-American children reflect the 
values that many African-American parents wished to inculcate in their 
children. The stories are brief and always make a moral point. 

Foner, Philip and Walker, George E. Proceedings of the Black State 

Conventions. 1840-1865. 2 volumes. Philadelphia: Temple University Press, 
1979, 1980. 

These two volume shave a wealth of information on black attitudes in the 
antebellum years. Many of the lesson plans were taken from the various 
convention proceedings in this superb primary source. 




235 



Frazier. E. Franklin. Black Bourgeoisie: The Rise of a New Middle Class in the 
United States . New York: Collier Books, 1957. * 

Freeman, Alan. "A Sense of Belonging." Historic Preservation (March/April 1994) 
Volume 46, 28-34, 118-119. 

This is a brief overview of mutual aid societies in Tampa, Florida, among 
Cuban, Afro-Cuban, Italian, and German workers, mostly cigarmakers. The 
article does not have much detail about the activities of the associations, but 
there is an insightful commentary on the buildings they constructed to house 
their organizations and current efforts to preserve those edifices. 

Gatewood, Willard B. Aristocrats of Color: The Black Elite. 1880-1920 . 
Bloomington: Indiana University Press, 1990. 

The chapters in this monograph on black dubs, churches, and education 
provided some background information on black self-help and mutual aid 
efforts. This is a very readable book about a little known aspect of black 
history. 

Glenn, Evelyn Nakano. Issei. Nisei. War Bride: Three Generations of Japanese 
American Women in Domestic Service . Philadelphia: Temple University 
Press, 1986. * 

Glenn, Susan. Daughters of the Shtetl: Life and Labor in the Immigrant 
Generation . Ithaca: Cornell University Press, 1990. 

This monograph delineates the work habits and describes the labor 
organizations of Jewish women workers in the eariy part of the twentieth 
century. The sections on labor organization are very insightful. 

Goren, Arthur. New York Jews and the Quest for Community: The Kehillah 
Experiment. 1908-1922 . New York: Jewish Publication Society of America, 
1970. 

This is the history of the effort to unify the New York Jewish community 
through creating a communal organization that would oversee all of the 
activities in the community. The Kehillah itself was an umbrella organization 
that induded many communal agencies serving the Jewish community. 

Grossman, James R. Land Of Hope: Chicago, Black Southerners, and the Great 
Mi gration . Chicago: The University of Chicago Press, 1989. 

Grossman’s work is one of the best histories of the Great Migration of blacks 
north. Readable, scholariy, and enlightening, the monograph contains 
numerous references to self-help and communal activities, especially the 
importance of the Chicago Defender, the nation’s preeminent black 
newspaper, in encouraging the migration which might be considered a 
method of self-help. 




23B 



Holt, Hamilton. The Life Stories of {Undistinguished} Americans As Told By 
Themselves. New York: Routledge, 1990. 

This work and the Katzman work contain stories of everyday Americans. 
These are extremely useful for high school students because the stories are 
brief and readable. The stories are really autobiographies that are first-hand 
accounts of how these Americans, immigrants and native-born, were trying to 
be successful in early twentieth century America. 



Howe, Irving. World Of Our Fathers: The Journey of the East European Jews lQ 
Amprir^ and thft Life They Found and Made . New York: Schocken Books, 
1989. 

This is the classic work on the migration of East European Jews to the United 
States. There are excellent discussions of various aspects of Jewish 
communal life including the landsmanshaftn. 

Immigrant History Research Center, University of Minnesota. Records of Ethnic 
Fratprnal Ranafit Associations in the United States: Essays and Inventories . 
St. Paul: Immigration History Research Center, 1981. 

Although this research aid focuses on European migrants to this country and 
their organization of mutual aid groups, the essays are a solid introduction to 
the importance of studying such organizations. This was one of the most 
useful books for my project. 

The JpwiRh Communal Register . New York: The Kehillah, 1918. + 

Joselit, Jenna Weissman Joselit. Lending Di gnity: The First One Hundre d Years 
nf the Hebrew Free Loan Society of New York . New York: The Hebrew Free 
Loan Society of New York, 1992. 

This is a history of one of the numerous free loan societies that Jewish 
immigrants established in the early years of the massive Jewish immigration 
to the United States. It is informative and well-documented. 

Katzman, David and Tuttle, William, Jr. Plain Folk: The Life Stories of 
UndiRtingiikhPd Amprirans . Chicago: University of Illinois Press, 1983. 

See annotation under Holt, Hamilton. 

Kinkead, Gwen. Chinatown: A Portrait of a Closed Society . New York: Harper 
Perennial, 1992. * 

Light, Ivan H. Fthnir Fntarprise in America: Business and Welfare Among 
nhinPRP JapanPRP and Blanks . Berkeley: University of California Press, 
1972. 

This work is a comparison of the entrepreneurial habits of the Chinese, 
Japanese, and African-Americans. In addition the author discusses the 



mutual aid organizations in the three communities. Some of the findings may 
be controversial, but there is plenty of solid information about mutual aid and 
entrepreneurship in these communities. 

Limon, Jose E. "El Primer Congreso Mexicanista de 1 91 1 : A Precursor to 
Chicanismo." Atzlan (Spring and Fall 1974) Volume 5, no. 1 and no. 2, 85- 
117. 

This is a solid analysis of an early Mexican organization established to deal 
with the problems that Mexican-Americans were facing with discrimination 
and poverty. 

McBride, James D. The Liga Protectora Latina: A Mexican-American 

Benevolent Society in Arizona." Journal of the West (October 1975) Volume 
XIV, no. 4, 82-90. 

This brief article would be excellent for use in the classroom for an 
introduction to early Mexican-American mutual aid organizations. It depicts 
the factors behind the establishment of the association and its eventu^ 
demise. Its brevity makes it very usable in high school classrooms. 

McGuffey's Fifth Eclectic Reader. Revised Edition. New York: Van Nostrand, 
1907. 

The stories in this famous reader were useful in showing how the values of 
self-help and individualism were inculcated among American school children. 

Marshall, F. Ray. Cooperatives and Rural Poverty in the South . Baltimore: Johns 
Hopkins Press, 1971. * 

Martin, Tony, ed. African Fundamentalism: A Literary and Cultural Antholog y of 
Garvey's Harlem Renaissance . Dover: The Majority Press, 1 983. 

This is a compilation of writings that appeared in the Garveyite newspaper, 
Negro World. The writings are by Marcus Garvey and other prominent and 
lesser known African-Americans. This is an excellent source for 
understanding the Universal Negro Improvement Association. 

Meier, August. Negro Thought in America, 1880-1915: Racial Ideologies in the 
A ge of Booker T. Washington . Ann Arbor: The University of Michigan Press, 
1966. 

This is a classic work on intellectual and social attitudes among African- 
Americans in the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries. There is 
considerable information on self-help actions and community organizations in 
this work. 

Mormino, Gary R. and Pozetta, George E. "The Reader Lights the Candle.'" 
Labor's Heritage (Spring, 1993) Volume 5, no. 1, 4-27. 




238 



This account describes the practice, apparently common among cigarmakers, 
of reading to the workers. Although the article emphasizes this as a symbol 
of the workers' independence and willingness to confront employers, the 
practice also helped workers assimilate to the United States and was an 
example of self-help. There is a good bibliography on Tampa and Latin 
American immigrants. 

O'Brien, John. "Factory, Church, and Community: Blacks in Antebellum 
Richmond." The Journal of Southern H/sfo/y (November 1978) XLIV, 509- 
536. 

This article is an account of the sodal and religious organizations that slaves 
and free blacks created in antebellum Richmond. This covers a particular 
aspect of slavery and free blacks often omitted in the textbooks. 

Pichardo, Nelson. "The Establishment and Development of Chicano Voluntary 
Associations in California, 1910-1930." Aztian (Fall, 1988-1990) Volume 19, 
93-155. 

This article describes the organization of Mexican-American community 
organizations in California. It shows the importance of these groups to the 
Mexican-American community as well as the large number of such 
associations established. An appendix lists all of the organizations that the 
author was able to discover. 

Raines, Howell. My Soul Is Rested . New York: Putnam, 1977. * 

Rischin, Moses. The Promised City: New York Jews. 1870-1914 . Cambridge: 
Harvard University Press, 1978. 

This is a succinct, readable history of Jewry in New York City during the 
years of massive migration. In the chapter, "Germans versus Russians," 
there is good information on Jewish philanthropy and self-help. 

Rosenbaum, Robert J. Mexicano Resistance in the Southwest: "The Sacred 
Ri ght of Self-Preservation" . Austin: University of Texas Press, 1981. + 

Ross, Jack C. and Wheeler, Raymond. Black Belong in g: A Study of the Social 
Correlates of Work Relations Among Negroes . Westport: Greenwood 
Publishing, 1971. 

See footnote 31 for a description of this monograph on how work relates to 
African-Americans belonging to communal organizations. 

Sanchez Korrol, Virginia E. From Colonia to Community: The History of Puerto 
Ricans in New York City . Berkeley: University of California Press, 1994. 

The chapter on organizational activities among Puerto Ricans in New York 
City is a good introduction to mutual aid and other community associations 




239 



mutual aid organizations in the three communities. Some of the findings may 
be controversi^, but there is plenty of solid information about mutual aid and 
entrepreneurship in these communities. 

Limon, Jose E. "El Primer Congreso Mexicanista de 1 91 1 : A Precursor to 
Chicanismo." Atzlan (Spring and Fall 1 974) Volume 5, no. 1 and no. 2, 85- 
1 1 7 • 

This is a solid analysis of an early Mexican organization established to deal 
with the problems that Mexican-Americans were facing with discrimination 
and poverty. 

McBride, James D. The Liga Protectora Latina: A Mexican-American 

Benevolent Society in Arizona." Journal of the IVesf (October 1975) Volume 
XIV. no. 4. 82-90. 

This brief article would be excellent for use in the classroom for an 
introduction to early Mexican-American mutual aid organizations. It depicts 
the factors behind the establishment of the association and its eventual 
demise. Its brevity makes it very usable In high school classrooms. 

McGuffey s Fifth E clect i c Reader, Revised Edition. New York: Van Nostrand 
1907. 

The stories in this famous reader were useful in showing how the values of 
self-help and individualism were inculcated among American school children. 



Marshall, F. Ray. C ooperat i ves and Rural Poverty in t he South Baltimore: Johns 
Hopkins Press, 1971. * 

Martin, Tony, ed. African FundamentaliRm- A Literary and Cultural Anthning y nf 
C ray's Harlem Renaissance . Dover: The Majority Press, 1 983. 

This is a compilation of writings that appeared in the Garveyite newspaper, 
Negro World. The writings are by Marcus Garvey and other prominent and 
lesser known African-Americans. This is an excellent source for 
understanding the Universal Negro Improvement Association. 

Meier. August. Neoro Thought In America 1B8Q-191R- Racial Iripnln^ioc in thg 
^ 966°^ Washington . Ann Arbor: The University of Michigan Press, 

This is a classic work on intellectual and social attitudes among African- 
Americans in the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries. There is 

considerable information on self-help actions and community organizations in 
this work. 



Mormino, Gary R. and Pozetta, George E. "The Reader Lights the Candle *" 
Labor’s Heritage (Spring. 1993) Volume 5. no. 1. 4-27. 



o 

ERIC 



^ 3 ^ 



Weisser, Michael R. A Brotherhood of Memory: Jewish Landsmanshaftn in the 
New World . New York: Basic Books, 1985. 

An informal history of these Jewish mutual aid organizations, this work is very 
readable and a good introduction to this aspect of Jewish American life. 

Wigginton, Eliot, ed. Refuse To Stand Silenttv By: An Oral History of Grass roots 
Activism in America. 1921-1964 . New York: Doubleday, 1991 . ‘ 

Williams, George Washington. History of the Negro Race in America . New York: 
Arno Press, 1968 [1883). 

This is one of the first scholarly histories of African-Americans. It is massive 
and comprehensive. 

Worthington, Mary Grace. Fifty Benevolent And Social Institutions in and near 
New York: A Brief Guide for Visitors . New York: McMurtrie. 1915. * 




NOTICE 

REPRODUCTION BASIS 




This document is covered by a signed “Reproduction Release 
(Blanket)” form (on file within the ERIC system), encompassing all 
or classes of documents from its source organization and, therefore, 
does not require a “Specific Document” Release form. 




This document is Federally-funded, or carries its own permission to 
reproduce, or is otherwise in the public domain and, therefore, may 
be reproduced by ERIC without a signed Reproduction Release 
form (either “Specific Document” or “Blanket”). 




